AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 16, 2001

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001-02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 982

Introduced by Assembly Member Firebaugh

February 23, 2001

Arectisamend-Seetien-8080-orthe Bsinessand-2ratessiers Code,
relating-te-State-Barof Califernid\n act to relating to law schools.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST
AB 982, as amended, Firebaugh—State—Bar—ef—California:

admission-gqualificationtaw Schools
Existing-awrequires-that—ttnder existing law, law schools are

required tomeet specifiedequirements in aer to be acadited. Tdoe
licensed to practice law, a person must have passed a law students’
examination after completion of his or her first year in law school.

Existinglaw prOV|des—an—e*eepHeH—te—thrs—Fee|H+Femem—fertudeH%s who

examination-ef-a-sister-state-er-countyceptions to the first year law

student examination reqement for students of accredited law schools
and out-of-state attorneys who meet specified criteria
Fhis-bi-weuldadd-an—exceptonto—thelaw student-examination
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This bill would declare the intent of the Legislature to recognize
advances ithe technology relating to legasearchwith respect to law
school accreditation requirements. The bill would also declare the
intent of the Legislature to examine additional classes of students who
might warrant exemption from the first year law student examination.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee:—ye®.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHON-1—Section-6060-ofthe Business-and-Professions

SECTION 1. (a) Itis the intent of the Legislature to ensure
that the laws regulating the accreditation of law schools in
California recognize advances in technology and the availability
of legal research materials by electronic media, including the
Internet.

(b) Itis further the intent of the Legislature that if a law school
has met other conditions for accreditation that law school shall not
be denied accreditation solely based upon the law school’s use of
the Internet to provide students a legal education.

(c) 1t is further the intent of the Legislature to explore the
effectiveness and scope of the First Year Law Student
Examination, and whether there are classes of students who have
demonstrated  sufficient  educational achievement or
sophistication to warrant exemption from the First Year Law
Student Examination.

Codeisamendedto+ead:
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