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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 24, 2002

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2001–02 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2616

Introduced by Assembly Members Lowenthal and Liu
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Alquist, Aroner, Frommer,

Jackson, Kelley, Leach, Pavley, Strom-Martin, and Washington)

February 21, 2002

An act relating to California State University, and making an
appropriation therefor.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2616, as amended, Lowenthal. California State University:
visually impaired pupils.

Existing law establishes the California State University and provides
for its administration by the Trustees of the California State University.

Existing law requires pupils who are visually impaired to be taught
by teachers whose professional preparation and credential
authorization are specific to that impairment.

This bill would appropriate $1,570,000 from the General Fund to the
Trustees of the California State University for purposes of funding
interactive television, Web-based courses, and other off-campus
options for providing instruction to persons studying in the field of
teaching visually impaired pupils and for purposes of funding other
measures on the campuses that will increase the number of these
teachers.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: yes. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.



1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

AB 2616 — 2 —

98

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(a) There is a critical shortage of trained, credentialed
professionals to work with the blind and visually impaired pupil
population in California to promote braille literacy skills that
impact academics, life skills, and mobility.

(b) There are an estimated 336 teachers of the visually impaired
and 179 orientation and mobility instructors currently employed
in California that who provide direct instructional services,
thereby yielding an average pupil-teacher caseload ration ratio of
17 to 1 for teachers of the visually impaired and 32 to 1 for
orientation and mobility teachers.

(c) The relationships between class size and pupil learning is
well known are well-known. The recommended average caseload
for teachers providing instruction to visually impaired pupils is a
ratio of 10 pupils to 1 teacher and for orientation and mobility
pupils the recommended ratio is 12 pupils to 1 teacher. California
far exceeds these average caseloads, and the situation is worsening
due to the increase in the number of pupils and the fact that the
number of new qualified and credentialed teachers teachers who
are qualified and credentialed barely keeps pace with the number
of vision professionals leaving the field. According to the
Commission on Teacher Credentialing in 1999, only 20 new
teachers for the visually impaired received a credential specific to
those pupils.

(d) To address this issue of the critical shortage of trained staff
in the field of visual impairment, there needs to be an increase in
the numbers of vision professionals recruited, educated, and
credentialed.

SEC. 2. The sum of one million five hundred seventy
thousand dollars ($1,570,000) is hereby appropriated from the
General Fund to the Trustees of the California State University for
the purpose of funding interactive television, Web-based courses,
and other off-campus options for providing instruction to persons
studying in the field of teaching visually impaired pupils, and for
purposes of funding other measures on the campuses that will
increase the number of teachers whose professional preparation
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and credential authorization are specific to pupils who are visually
impaired.
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