AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 7, 2002
AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 2, 2001
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 16, 2001

SENATE BILL No. 564

Introduced by Senator Speier

February 22, 2001

: : g-to the
.An act to amend Section 4980.41 of, and to add Section
4980.57 to, the Business and Professions Code, relating to counselors.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSELS DIGEST

SB 564, as amended, Speier—Battery-—persenal—relationships
Marriage, family, and child counseling

Existing law provides for the licensing and regulation by the Board
of Behavioral Sciences in the Department of Consumer Affairs of
persons engaged in marriage, family, and child counseling, unless
specifically exempted. Existing law requires an applicant for licensure
as a marriage, family, and child counselor to complete certain
coursework or training in order to be eligible to sit for the licensing
examination. Existing law requires persons, except those who began
graduate study prior to January 1, 1995, studying for a master’s or
doctor’s degree qualifying for licensure to include course work in
spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention. A
violation of the laws regulating marriage, family, and child counselors
is a crime.

This bill would require persons, except those who began graduate
study prior to January 1, 2000, studying for a master’s or doctor’s
degree qualifying for licensure to include a minimum of 15 contact
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hours oftraining or coursework in spousal abuse assessment, detection,
andintervention. The bill wouldequire marriageand family therapists

to take continuing education classes in spousal or partner abuse
assessment, detection, and intervention strategies. The bill would also
require a licensed marriage and family therapist to satisfy continuing
education requirements in spousal or partner abuse assessment,
detection, and intervention within 4 years of the board establishing
those continuing education requirements.

Because a violation of the bill's requirements would be a crime, this
bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

BExisting-aw-provides-that the-infliction-of-corperaknjuryresulting
m—a—trauma&c—eend%—by—any—pe%sen—emen—hrs—e#rer—spouse
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Vote: majority. Approprlatlon no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECHONI—Section243-5-of the Penal-Coededisamended to

SECTION 1. Section 4980.41 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

4980.41. All applicants for licensure shall complete the
following coursework or training in order to be eligible to sit for
the licensing examinations:

(a) A two semester or three quarter unit course in California law
and professional ethics for marriagand family—anre—ehid
eeunselergherapists which shall include, but not be limited to,
the following areas of study:

(1) Contemporaryrofessional ethics and statutory, regulatory,
and decisional laws that delineate the profession’s scope of
practice.

(2) The therapeutic, clinical, and practical considerations
involved in the legal and ethical practice of marriage, family, and
child counseling, including family law.

(3) The current legal patterns and trends in the mental health
profession.

(4) The psychotherapist/patient privilege, confidentiality, the
patient dangerous to self or others, and the treatment of minors
with and without parental consent.

(5) A recognition and exploration of the relationship between
a practitioner’s sense of self and human values and his or her
professional behavior and ethics.

This course may be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72
guarter unit requirements contained in Section 4980.40.

(b) A minimum of seven contact hours of training or
coursework in child abuse assessment and reporting as specified
in Section 28 or any regulations promulgated thereunder.
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(c) A minimum of 10 contact hours of training or coursework
in human sexuality as specified in Section 25, and any regulations
promulgated thereunder. When coursework in a master’'s or
doctor’s degree program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it
shall be considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit
requirement contained in Section 4980.40.

(d) Except for persons who began graduate study prior to
January 1, 1986, a master’s or doctor’s degree qualifying for
licensure shall include specific instruction in alcoholism and other
chemical substance dependency as specified by regulation. When
coursework in a master’s or doctor’s degree program is acquired
to satisfy this requirement, it shall be considered as part of the 48
semester or 72 quarter unit requirement contained in Section
4980.40.

(e) Except for persons who began graduate study prior to
January 1995 2001 a master’s or doctor’s degree qualifying for
licensure shall includa minimum of 15 contact hours of training
or coursework in spousal or partner abuse assessment, detection,
and intervention. Coursework required under this subdivision may
be satisfactory if taken either in fulfilment of other educational
requirementgor licensure or in a separate course. The requirement
for coursework in spousal or partner abassessmendetection
and treatmentintervention strategies, including knowledge of
community resources, cultural factors, and same gender abuse
dynamics,shall be satisfied by, and the board shall accept in
satisfaction of the requirement, a certification from the chief
academic officer of the educational institution from which the
applicant graduated that the required coursework is included
within the institution’s required curriculum for graduation.

() Except for persons who began graduate study prior to
January 1, 2001, an applicant shall complete a minimum of a two
semester or three quarter unit survey course in psychological
testing. When coursework in a master’s or doctor's degree
program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it may be
considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit
requirement of Section 4980.40.

(g) Except for persons who began graduate study prior to
January 1, 2001, an applicant shall complete a minimum of a two
semester or three quarter wunit survey course in
psychopharmacology. When coursework in a master’s or doctor’s

96



NRPRRPRRPRRRRERRPRRRE
COONOUIRWNRPOOONOOUTAWN R

N N
N

NN NN
ool hWw

N
-~

WNN
O ©

WWWWWwWwwWwww
OCO~NOUITAWNEF

N
(@)

—5— SB 564

degree program is acquired to satisfy this requirement, it may be
considered as part of the 48 semester or 72 quarter unit
requirement of Section 4980.40.

(h) The requirements added by subdivisions (f) and (g) are
intended to improve the educational qualifications for licensure in
order to better prepare future licentiates for practice, and are not
intended inany way to expand or restrict the scope of licensure for
marriage and family therapists.

SEC. 2. Section 4980.57 is added to the Business and
Professions Code, to read:

4980.57. (a) The board shall require marriage and family
therapists to take continuing education classes in spousal or
partner abuse assessment, detection, and intervention strategies,
includingcommunity esources, cultural factors, and sagender
abuse dynamics.

(b) If the board establishes a requirement for continuing
education course work in spousal or partner abuse assessment,
detection, or intervention, that requirement shall be met by each
licensee within four years from the date the requirement is
imposed.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XllI B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIll B of the California
Constitution.
read:
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