
california legislature—2005–06 regular session

House Resolution  No. 23

Introduced by Assembly Member Frommer

September 7, 2005

House Resolution No. 23—Relative to Hurricane Katrina.
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WHEREAS, Hurricane Katrina on August 29, 2005,
devastated more than 90,000 square miles of the Gulf Coast of
the United States, covering an area nearly as large as the United
Kingdom; and

WHEREAS, This disaster is expected to have killed thousands
of people, displaced more than one million residents, and left
millions of others without power, water, food, or emergency
supplies, forcing officials to call Hurricane Katrina the “worst
catastrophe, or set of catastrophes” in the country’s history; and

WHEREAS, Rescue efforts in the Gulf Coast are continuing;
and despite efforts by more than 58,000 active military and
National Guard troops, thousands of first responders, search and
rescue teams, humanitarian aid groups, and the United States
Coast Guard which rescued 22,800 people, a number more than
two times the total of people the coast Guard rescued over the
past 50 years, casualties in New Orleans are expected to rise over
10,000 dead and tens of thousands of more residents remain
stranded; and

WHEREAS, California is no stranger to devastating natural
catastrophes, topping the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s (FEMA) top 10 list of most expensive natural disasters
with the Northridge Earthquake of 1994, which cost $6,961
billion in FEMA funding; and
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WHEREAS, the Office of Emergency Services should be
commended for deploying more than 700 California National
Guard troops and coordinating with local municipalities to send
900 first responders to the Gulf Coast; and

WHEREAS, Texas Governor Rick Perry announced an urgent
plea on September 5, 2005, that governors of other states help
Texas by housing more evacuees; and

WHEREAS, Significantly smaller states like Michigan have
already accepted 10,000 displaced residents seeking shelter and
Minnesota has accepted 5,000 evacuees, while California has
only committed to accepting 1,000; and

WHEREAS, California, as the wealthiest and one of the
largest states in the country, has the responsibility to do more to
help the devastated Gulf Coast; now, therefore, be it

Resolved, by the Assembly of the State of California, That the
Legislature calls upon the Governor to answer Governor Rick
Perry’s plea to shoulder more of the burden in housing the
thousands of evacuees of Hurricane Katrina; and be it further

Resolved, That this state examine offering California’s
National Guard Armories and other facilities across the state as
shelter for more than just the 1,000 desperate evacuees that this
state has thus far accepted; and be it further

Resolved, That the Office of Emergency Services coordinate
with mayors of this state’s cities to house evacuees, as well as
coordinate efforts of municipalities to deliver food, water, and
medical supplies to the devastated states of the Gulf Coast as
needed, to ensure that adequate resources are reaching the proper
recipients; and be it further

Resolved, That the State Department of Education work to
ensure that children who may be traveling to California for
long-term shelter be granted entry into California’s schools; and
be it further

Resolved, That the Franchise Tax Board conduct a study as to
appropriate income tax incentives that may be provided to
California families who take in evacuees of Hurricane Katrina;
and be it further

Resolved, That the Governor work with private and public
sector transportation companies to ensure that evacuees seeking
shelter are granted efficient travel to this state; and be it further
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Resolved, That the Office of Emergency Services prepare a
report for the Assembly on this state’s disaster preparedness,
including this state’s plans for prevention, response, and
recovery; and be it further

Resolved,That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly prepare and
transmit a copy of this resolution to the Governor.
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