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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2005—06 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 457

Introduced by Assembly Member Torrico

February 15, 2005

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 457, as amended, Torrico. Gambling:Vehicles: trains:
collisions: investigation.

Existing law requires the Commissioner of the California Highway
Patrol to enforce all laws regulating the operation of vehicles and the
use of the highways.

This bill would set forth the intent of the Legislature relating to
investigation of collisions between trains and pedestrians and between
trains and motor vehicles.
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reventecolteeted:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: -yesno.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds all of the following:

(1) Trains struck and killed 110 California pedestrians in
2003, which is greater than any other state during that year.

(2) Trains struck and injured 30 California pedestrians in
2003.

(3) Under current state law, when a train strikes and kills or
injures a pedestrian, or collides with a motor vehicle and kills or
injures the occupants, neither the Department of the California
Highway Patrol nor local law enforcement is required to
investigate unless a crime is suspected.

(4) The vast majority of incidents involving collisions between
trains and pedestrians or motor vehicles are routinely classified
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as cases of trespass on railroad property and, consequently, are
investigated only by the railroad companies.

(b) The Legislature declares that the Department of the
California Highway Patrol, or local law enforcement agencies,
or both, as appropriate, should investigate all collisions between
trains and pedestrians and collisions between trains and motor
vehicles to determine whether proper safety procedures were
followed by all of those involved in the collision.
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