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AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 2, 2005
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SENATE BILL No. 440

Introduced by Senator Speier

February 17, 2005

An act to add—Seetien—179821-5—teo,—and—to—add—Title 18123
E . " . 965, : a
Civi-Code,relating-topersonal-nformation: Article 6 (commencmg
with Section 2899) to Chapter 10 of Part 2 of Division 1 of the Public
Utilities Code, relating to telecommunications.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 440, as amended, Speier. Personral—information:
Telecommunications: mobile data and mobile telephony services:
charges for unauthorized services.

Under existing law, the Federal Communications Commission
licenses and partially regulates providers of commercial mobile radio
service, including providers of cellular radiotelephone service
(cellular), broadband Personal Communications Services (PCS), and
digital Specialized Mobile Radio (SMR) services (collectively, mobile
telephony service providers). Under existing law, no state or local
government may regulate the entry of, or the rates charged by, any
commercial mobile radio service, but a state or local government is
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generally not prohibited from regulating the other terms and
conditions of commercial mobile radio service.

Existing law authorizes the Public Utilities Commission to regulate
telecommunications services and rates of telephone corporations,
except to the extent regulation of commercial mobile radio service is
preempted by federal regulation, and to require telephone
corporations to provide customer services. Existing law requires a
provider of mobile telephony services to provide subscribers with a
means by which a subscriber can obtain reasonably current and
available information on the subscriber’s calling plan or plans and
service usage.

This bill would require that providers of mobile data service, as
defined, or mobile telephony service, as defined, give clear and
conspicuous written notice of a subscriber’s potential liability for any
unauthorized use of the service and the means for a subscriber to
notify the service provider in the event of theft or other loss of a
mobile data or mobile telephony communications handset or other
device. The bill would require that the written disclosure contain a
blank space for the customer to initial or sign, to acknowledge having
been advised of their potential liability for unauthorized use of the
service. The bill would limit a subscriber’s liability for unauthorized
use to usage occurring prior to notification of the service provider,
not to exceed $50. The bill would prohibit a mobile data or mobile
telephony service provider from changing a subscriber’s contract in a
way that results in higher rates or charges or more restrictive terms
or conditions, unless specified conditions are met.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: -yes-no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 6 (commencing with Section 2899) is
added to Chapter 10 of Part 2 of Division 1 of the Public Utilities
Code, to read:

Article 6. Mobile Data and Mobile Telephony Services

2899. For purposes of this article, the following terms have
the following meanings:

(@) “Mobile data service means the delivery of nonvoice
information to a mobile device and includes nonvoice
information communicated to a mobile telephony services
handset, nonvoice information communicated to handheld
personal digital assistant (PDA) devices and laptop computers,
and paging carriers offering services on pagers and two-way
messaging devices.

(b) ““Mobile telephony service” means commercially available
interconnected mobile phone services that provide access to the
public switched telephone network (PSTN) via mobile
communication devices employing radiowave technology to
transmit calls, including cellular radiotelephone, broadband
Personal Communications Services (PCS), and digital
Specialized Mobile Radio (SMR). “Mobile telephony services™
does not include mobile satellite services or mobile data services
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used exclusively for the delivery of nonvoice information to a
mobile device.

(c) ““Subscriber’” means any individual or small commercial
entity that purchases or subscribes, or may potentially purchase
or subscribe, to any product or service provided or billed by a
mobile data service or mobile telephony service provider.

2899.1. (a) Every mobile data service or mobile telephony
service provider shall give clear and conspicuous written notice
of a subscriber’s potential liability for any unauthorized use of
the service and the means for a subscriber to notify the service
provider in the event of theft or other loss of a mobile data or
mobile telephony communications handset or other device.

(b) The written disclosure required by subdivision (a), shall
contain a blank space for the customer to initial or sign, to
acknowledge having been advised of their potential liability for
unauthorized use of the service.

(c) A subscriber’s liability for unauthorized use is limited to
usage occurring prior to notification of the service provider,
consistent with the written notice. In no event shall a subscriber’s
liability exceed fifty dollars ($50).

(d) (1) In any action brought by a mobile data service or
mobile telephony service provider, the service provider has the
burden of proof to establish that use of the service was
authorized.

(2) In any action brought by a mobile data service or mobile
telephony service provider, to recover for services that were
unauthorized, the service provider has the burden of proof to
establish that the subscriber is responsible for the charges under
the agreement.

2899.2. (a) No mobile data or mobile telephony service
provider shall change a subscriber’s contract in a way that
results in higher rates or charges or more restrictive terms or
conditions, unless all of the following conditions are met:

(1) The change is permitted by law.

(2) The subscriber is provided with at least 30 calendar days
prior written notice before the effective date of the change,
during which time the subscriber may terminate service before
the effective date of the change. The written notice shall include
the following statement in at least 12-point bold face type: “The
terms of your contract have changed.” Following this heading
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shall be a clear, concise, and conspicuous statement explaining
the change in the rate, charge, term, or condition in the
subscriber’s contract.

(3) If the subscriber’s contract contains any early termination
fee or charge provision, any early termination fee or charge is
waived and may not be collected by the service provider if the
subscriber elects to terminate service pursuant to paragraph (2).
If the subscriber’s contract contains any early termination fee or
charge, the prior written notice shall, in addition to the notice
required in paragraph (2), include the following statement in at
least 12-point bold fact type: “You have a right to terminate
service without penalty.”” Following this heading shall be a clear,
concise, and conspicuous statement explaining the number of
days that the subscriber has to terminate service without
incurring a fee or charge.

(b) The requirements of subdivision (a) do not apply to either
of the following:

(1) When the subscriber initiates the request to change the
terms or conditions of the contract, including a request for
additional services not offered under the existing contract.

(2) Anincrease in a tax or fee that the mobile data or mobile
telephony service provider is required to collect from the
subscriber and remit to a governmental entity.
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