AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 4, 2006

SENATE BILL No. 951

Introduced by Senator Escutia

February 22, 2005

An act to amend-Seetions+80+1803;-and18064 Section 1801 of the
Public Utilities Code, relating to the Public Utilities Commission.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 951, as amended, Escutia. Public Utilities Commission:
compensation for participants and intervenors.

Under existing law, the Public Utilities Commission has regulatory
authority over public utilities and can establish its own procedures,
subject to statutory limitations or directions and constitutional
requirements of due process. The existing Public Utilities Act
provides compensation for reasonable advocate’s fees, reasonable
expert witness fees, and other reasonable costs to public utility
customers for participation or intervention in any proceeding of the
commission based, in part, upon whether the intervenor would
experience significant financial hardship.

This bill would provide that the provisions pertaining to participant
and intervenor compensation are to be liberally construed to promote
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: -yesno.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature declares that the Public
Utilities Commission should protect the interest of consumers in
fair and stable rates and charges and adequate service quality,
and should encourage public participation in pursuit of these
goals.

(b) The Legislature declares that public participation in the
utility regulation activities at the Public Utilities Commission
should be enhanced by all of the following:

(1) Providing financial and technical support for activities
that enable community-based organizations to initiate actions
that bring the concerns of underrepresented groups before the
commission, including small businesses, minority communities,
senior citizens, non-English-speaking communities, immigrant
communities, and low-income communities.

(2) Ensuring that proceedings at other agencies and public
benefit corporations that result in decisions affecting the actions
of the commission, including proceedings of the Independent
System Operator and the State Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission, reflect a well-articulated
consumer point of view.

(3) Simplifying the process for, and removing technical
obstacles to, qualification for participation or intervenor’s fees
and expenses pursuant to Article 5 (commencing with Section
1801) of Chapter 9 of Part 1 of Division 1 of the Public Utilities
Code.

SECHON+

SEC. 2. Section 1801 of the Public Utilities Code is amended
to read:
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1801. (a) The purpose of this article is to provide
compensation for reasonable advocate's fees, reasonable expert
witness fees, and other reasonable costs to public utility
customers of participation or intervention in any proceeding of
the commission.

(b) The provisions of this article are to be liberally construed
to effectuate the intent of the Legislature and to promote the
public interest.
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