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An act to amend Section 8680.4 of, and to add Article 6 (commencing
with Section 8692) to Chapter 7.5 of Division 1 of Title 2 to, the
Government Code, relating to emergency services, and making an
appropriation therefor.

legislative counsel’s digest

AB 903, as amended, Houston. Emergency services.
Existing law, the California Disaster Assistance Act, requires the

Director of the Office of Emergency Services to allocate funds for any
local agency project to restore or repair real property of the local agency
damaged or destroyed by a disaster, as specified. The Disaster Assistance
Fund is continuously appropriated, without regard to fiscal years, for
purposes of the act.

This bill would provide that a private nonprofit organization that is
eligible for specified disaster assistance under federal law would be
eligible for state assistance for a project that includes debris clearance,
distribution of supplies, reconstruction, and other disaster or emergency
assistance activities resulting in extraordinary cost. It would provide
that an organization is not eligible for assistance under these provisions
if it employs religious content in the provision of emergency assistance
and would require that the grant of assistance comply with constitutional
prohibitions against using public funds to aid any religious or sectarian
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purpose. It would direct the Office of Emergency Services to adopt
regulations for this purpose. By expanding the purpose for which
moneys in the Disaster Assistance Fund, a continuously appropriated
fund, are available, this bill would make an appropriation.

Vote:   2⁄3. Appropriation:   yes. Fiscal committee:   yes.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

SECTION 1. Section 8680.4 of the Government Code is
amended to read:

8680.4. “Project” means the repair or restoration, or both, other
than normal maintenance, or the replacement of, real property of
a local agency used for essential governmental services, including,
but not limited to, buildings, levees, flood control works, channels,
irrigation works, streets, roads, bridges, highways, and other public
works, that are damaged or destroyed by a disaster. “Project” also
includes those activities and expenses allowed under subdivisions
(a), (c), (d), and (e) of Section 8685 and under Section 8692. Except
as provided in Section 8686.3, the completion of all or part of a
project prior to application for funds pursuant to this chapter shall
not disqualify the project or any part thereof.

SEC. 2.
SECTION 1. Article 6 (commencing with Section 8692) is

added to Chapter 7.5 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government
Code, to read:

Article 6.  Nonprofit Organizations

8692. (a)  If a state of emergency is declared proclaimed, an
eligible private nonprofit organization may receive state assistance
for debris clearance, distribution of supplies, reconstruction, and
other distribution of supplies and other disaster or emergency
assistance activities resulting in extraordinary cost.

(b)  A private nonprofit organization is eligible for assistance
under subdivision (a) if it is eligible for disaster assistance under
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5121).

(c)  An organization is not eligible for assistance under this
section if it employs religious content in the provision of emergency
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assistance. The grant of assistance under this section shall comply
with Section 4 of Article I and Section 5 of Article XVI of the
California Constitution, state and federal civil rights laws, and
the First Amendment to the United States Constitution in regard
to pervasively sectarian organizations. These legal constraints
include prohibitions on the discrimination against beneficiaries
and staff based on protected categories and on the promoting of
religious doctrine to advance sectarian beliefs.

(c)  The Governor’s
(d)  The Office of Emergency Services shall adopt regulations

to implement this section.
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