AMENDED IN SENATE SEPTEMBER 4, 2007
AMENDED IN SENATE JULY 16, 2007
AMENDED IN SENATE JULY 2, 2007

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 12, 2007

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 981

Introduced by Assembly Member Ma

February 22, 2007

An act to amend Section-22566-6f 22523 of, and to add Article 6.6
(commencing with Section 4780) to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of, the
Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 981, as amended, Ma. Vehicles:parking: abatement of abandoned
vehicles: costs recovery.

(1) Existing law holds the registered owner of an abandoned vehicle
responsible for the costs of abating and disposing of the vehicle, and
any other past due fees and penalties.

This bill would prohibit the Department of Motor Vehicles from
renewing the registration of any vehicle owned by a registered owner
of an abandoned vehicle for which there are unreimbursed outstanding
costs when the public agency that abated or caused the abatement of
the abandoned vehicle has given notice to the department of the
outstanding costs. After deducting its administrative costs, the
Department of Motor Vehicles would be required to transmit to the
public agency the outstanding costs collected.
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This bill would require a public agency that abates or causes the
abatement of an abandoned vehicle to deliver to the registered owner
of the abandoned vehicle a notice for reimbursement of outstanding
costs containing specified information. The public agency would be
authorized to file the notice with the Department of Motor Vehicles for
collection if the registered owner fails to pay the outstanding costs by
the date specified in the notice. Because a public agency, which includes
a local agency, would be required to issue a notice for reimbursement
of outstanding costs, this bill would require a higher level of service
by a local agency, thereby imposing a state-mandated local program.

(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Article 6.6 (commencing with Section 4780) is
added to Chapter 1 of Division 3 of the Vehicle Code, to read:

Article 6.6. Refusal of Registration for Nonpayment of Costs
of Removal and Disposition of Abandoned Vehicles

4780. The department shall not renew the registration of a
vehicle if the applicant, pursuant to subdivision (g) of Section
22523, has been mailed a notice for reimbursement of outstanding
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costs relating to the abatement of an abandoned vehicle, the public
agency that abated or caused the abatement of the vehicle,
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 22523, has filed with the
department the notice for reimbursement of outstanding costs, and
the applicant has not paid the deficiency specified in the notice,
unless the applicant pays to the department, at the time of
application renewal, the full amount of the outstanding costs, as
shown by the notice for reimbursement of costs filed with the
department pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 22523.

4781. The department shall include on the vehicle registration
renewal notice, or on an accompanying document, all of the
information required pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (g)
of Section 22523.

4782. (a) After deducting the administrative fee authorized by
subdivision (b), the department shall remit the reimbursement for
outstanding costs collected pursuant to Section 4780, to the public
agency that filed the notice of reimbursement for outstanding costs
with the department pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 22523.
Within 45 days from the time the reimbursement is paid to the
department, the department shall inform that public agency that
the outstanding costs have been collected.

(b) The department shall assess a fee for the recording of a
notice of reimbursement of outstanding costs that is filed with the
department pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 22523. The
department shall impose a fee for the filing of notices of
outstanding costs that is sufficient to reimburse the department
the actual costs of administering this article.

4783. No exemption from the payment of any fee imposed by
this code is an exemption from the obligation of an applicant to
pay the full amount of the outstanding costs pursuant to Section
4780.

SEC. 2. Section 22523 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

22523. (a) No-A person shall not abandon a vehicle upon-any
a highway.

(b) Ne-A person shall not abandon a vehicle upon public or
private property without the express or implied consent of the
owner or person in lawful possession or control of the property.

(c) Any-A person convicted of a violation of this section shall
be punished by a fine of not less than one hundred dollars ($100)
and shall provide proof that the costs of removal and disposition
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of the vehicle have been paid. No part of any fine imposed shall
be suspended. The fine may be paid in installments if the court
determines that the defendant is unable to pay the entire amount
in one payment.

(d) Proof that the costs of removal and disposition of the vehicle
have been paid shall not be required if proof is provided to the
court that the vehicle was stolen prior to abandonment. That proof
may consist of a police report or other evidence acceptable to the
court.

(e) The costs required to be paid for the removal and disposition
of-any a vehicle determined to be abandoned pursuant to Section
22669 shall not exceed those for towing and seven days of storage.
This subdivision does not apply if the registered owner or legal
owner has completed and returned to the lienholder a “Declaration
of Opposition” form within the time specified in Section 22851.8.

(F) (1) Ifavehicle is abandoned in violation of subdivision (b)
and is not redeemed after impound, the last registered owner is
guilty of an infraction. In addition to any other penalty, the
registered owner shall be liable for any deficiency remaining after
disposal of the vehicle under Section 3071 or 3072 of the Civil
Code or Section 22851.10 of this code.

(2) The filing of a report of sale or transfer of the vehicle
pursuant to Section 5602, the filing of a vehicle theft report with
a law enforcement agency, or the filing of a form or notice with
the department pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 4456 or
Section 5900 or 5901 relieves the registered owner of liability
under this subdivision.

(9) (1) A public agency that abates or causes to abate an
abandoned vehicle shall serve or mail to the registered owner a
notice for reimbursement of outstanding costs that contains all of
the following:

(A) A description and location of the abandoned vehicle.

(B) An itemization of all costs and administrative fees related
to the abatement and disposition of the vehicle, and any other past
due fees and penalties.

(C) The disposition of the vehicle.

(D) The time and date of the abatement and disposition of the
vehicle.

(E) The deficiency remaining as specified in paragraph (1) of
subdivision (f).
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(F) The date by which the registered owner is required to pay
the deficiency.

(G) A statement notifying the registered owner that the failure
to pay the deficiency by the date specified in subparagraph (F)
may result in the refusal by the Department of Motor \ehicles to
renew the registration of any vehicle of the registered owner.

(2) Delivery of the notice for reimbursement of outstanding
costs pursuant to this subdivision may be made by personal service
or by first-class mail.

(h) If the registered owner does not satisfy a notice for
reimbursement of outstanding costs issued pursuant to subdivision
(9), the public agency may file the notice for reimbursement of
outstanding costs with the Department of Motor Vehicles for
collection pursuant to Section 4870.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
a local agency or school district has the authority to levy service
charges, fees, or assessments sufficient to pay for the program or
level of service mandated by this act, within the meaning of Section
17556 of the Government Code.
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