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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1597

Introduced by Assembly Member Priee Solorio
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Silva)

February 23, 2007

An act to-add-Seetion-832.51te-the-Penal-Coede,+elating-to—peace
officers: add Section 26603 to the Government Code, relating to
counties.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1597, as amended, Price Solorio. Peace—officers—Counties:
sheriffs” duties: coastline, harbors, and inland waterways.

Existing law requires each county in this state to have an elected
sheriff. The sheriff is required to, among other things, preserve peace,
as specified. The California Constitution provides that a city may make
and enforce within its limits all local, police, sanitary, and other
ordinances and regulations that are not in conflict with general laws.
Existing law also requires the sheriff of each county to give all possible
aid and assistance to vessels stranded on its coast and to the persons
on board, as specified.

This bill would provide that the Sheriff of the County of Orange is
the sole and exclusive authority to provide security and safety for the
coastlines, harbors, and inland waterways in that county. By requiring
the sheriff to provide the law enforcement services for the coastlines,
harbors, and inland waterways in the county regardless of the

97



AB 1597 —2—

jurisdiction of the areas concerned, the bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

agency-thatemploys-him-or-her
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legislature that the Sheriff
2 of the County of Orange as the chief law enforcement officer of
3 the county, shall have the sole and exclusive authority for the
4 security and safety of the county’s coastlines, harbors, and inland
5 waterways.

6 SEC. 2. Section 26603 is added to the Government Code, to
7 read:

8 26603. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
9 Sheriff of the County of Orange shall be the sole and exclusive
0 authority to provide security and safety for the county’s coastlines,
1 harbors, and inland waterways.
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(b) Nothing in this section shall preclude the Sheriff of the
County of Orange from granting authorization for another law
enforcement or public safety entity to provide contract security
and safety services along coastlines and inland waterways within
the sheriff’s area or areas of jurisdiction. This section shall not
be construed to cancel or otherwise modify any agreement,
contract, or service arrangement already in place prior to January
1, 2008.

SEC. 3. The Legislature finds and declares that, because of
the unique circumstances applicable to the County of Orange, a
statute of general applicability cannot be enacted within the
meaning of subdivision (b) of Section 16 of Article IV of the
California Constitution, and, therefore, this special statute is
necessary.

SEC. 4. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district are the result of a program for which legislative authority
was requested by that local agency or school district, within the
meaning of Section 17556 of the Government Code and Section 6
of Article XI11B of the California Constitution.
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