AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 3, 2008

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2007—08 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2792

Introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee

February 22, 2008

An act to amend Section-399-15-efthe-Public- Btiities 14300 of, and
to add Section 14307.5 to, the Public Resources Code, relating to

eleetricalrestrueturing public resources.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2792, as amended, Blakeslee. Electricalrestructuring:+enewable
energy-portfeliostandard--California Conservation Corps: Green Collar

Apprenticeship Program.

Existing law establishes the California Conservation Corps that
provides training to corpsmembers in areas including, but not limited
to, emergency response, energy conservation, and conservation and
development of natural resources.

This bill would require the Director of the California Conservation
Corps to develop a Green Collar Apprenticeship Program that would
provide training for a person participating in the corps to begin a career
as a skilled laborer in the clean technology economy and provide post
program placement for graduates of the program. A person who
successfully completes the program would be certified by the director
as a “Green Collar Apprentice.”
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isi ) . . . . . .
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legislature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) In 2006, California green technology companies earned one
billion one hundred eighty million dollars ($1,180,000,000) of
venture capital, or 48 percent of all North America’s green
investments. Despite this fact, California currently lacks a sufficient
workforce to sustain the developing clean technology economy.

(2) The success of California’s clean technology economy hinges
on the development of a workforce that includes college-educated
engineers, as well as thousands of skilled laborers.

(3) The California Conservation Corps currently provides
trained work crews for projects that include emergency response,
energy conservation and retrofitting, irrigation system installment,
landscape management, and boardwalk construction.

(4) The California Conservation Corps members are
experienced in working on a variety of environmental, business,
and community projects, and trained in advanced tool use, safety,
and first aid. The specialized training prepares members for both
advancing their education and pursuing entry-level employment.

(b) Itisthe intent of the Legislature to do both of the following:

(1) Promote policies that will develop the skilled workforce
necessary to realize a California clean technology economy.

(2) Harness and build upon the success of the existing California
Conservation Corps programs by creating a Green Collar
Apprenticeship Program within the corps.

SEC. 2. Section 14300 of the Public Resources Code is
amended to read:

14300. Young women and men participating in the corps
program shall generally be engaged in projects+which that do any
of the following:
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(@) Preserve, maintain, and enhance environmentally important
lands and waters.

(b) Accomplish useful and needed public works projects in both
urban and rural areas.

(c) Conserve, maintain, improve, and develop natural resources
in both urban and rural areas.

(d) Provide opportunities for public use of, or education in, the
areas, projects, and resources described in subdivisions (a), (b),
and (c).

(e) Assist in emergency operations, such as natural disaster
relief and the rescue of lost and injured persons.

(F) Assist in fire prevention and suppression.

(g) Directly contribute to the conservation of energy.

(h) Contribute toward making public facilities accessible to
persons with disabilities.

(i) Assist departments within the Resources Agency in
developing, rehabilitating, and restoring parklands, recreational
facilities, and historical resources; restoring salmon and steelhead
spawning, nursery, and rearing habitat; restoring and preserving
wildlife habitat; and enhancing reforestation in both urban and
rural areas.

(j) Provide necessary training to participants in the clean
technology economy.

SEC. 3. Section 14307.5 is added to the Public Resources Code,
to read:

14307.5. (a) The director shall establish a Green Collar
Apprenticeship Program that would provide young men and women
participating in the corps with the necessary training to begin a
career as a skilled laborer in the clean technology economy and
provide post program job placement for participants who
successfully completed the program.

(b) The director shall certify a corpsmember who successfully
completes the program as a “Green Collar Apprentice.”
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