AMENDED IN SENATE MAY 1, 2007

SENATE BILL No. 912

Introduced by Senator Negrete McL eod

February 23, 2007

An act to amend Sections 2818—25365- and 31610 of the \ehicle
Code, relating to highway safety.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 912, as amended, Negrete McLeod. Highway safety: flares:
electronic beacons.
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(1) Existing law requires a vehicle or combination of vehicles used
in the transportation of explosives to be equipped and maintained in a
specified manner, including not carrying any flare, fusee, oil lantern,
or any signal device producing a flame. A violation of the provisions
regulating vehiclesisa crime.

This bill would require a vehicle used in the transportation of
explosives to also carry at least 3 t ttrinst
reflective triangles or electronic beacons, as defined, thereby imposing
a state-mandated local program by creating a new crime.
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(2) Existing law makes it unlawful to traverse a flare pattern, cone
pattern, or combination thereof, provided for the regulation of traffic
Or emergency scene management.

This bill would additionally make it unlawful to traverse an electronic
beacon pattern, thereby imposing a state-mandated local program by
creating a new crime.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act
for a specified reason.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2818 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
2 read:

3 2818. It is unlawful to traverse an electronic beacon pattern,
4 as defined in subdivision (f) of Section 31610, a flare pattern, cone
5 pattern, or combination thereof, provided for the regulation of
6 traffic, or provided in any situation where public safety personnel
7 are engaged in traffic control or emergency scene management.
8 i i i :

98



O©Coo~No ok~ wNE

—3— SB 912

SEC3-

SEC. 2. Section 31610 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

31610. Every vehicle or combination of vehicles used in the
transportation of explosives and subject to this division, in addition
to any other equipment required by law, shall be equipped and
maintained as required by this section.

(a) Brakes and the brake system shall be maintained in good
and safe operating condition.

(b) The ignition and lighting systems shall be maintained in
good operating condition.

(c) All tires shall be in good condition, properly matched and
inflated. Except as may be necessary to cause immediate
replacement, no vehicle shall be driven unless all tires in actual
use on the vehicle are properly inflated.

(d) Fire extinguishers and other safety equipment prescribed by
regulations adopted by the department pursuant to subdivision (f)
of Section 34500 and Section 34501 shall be carried in each vehicle
or combination of vehicles.

(e) No flare, fusee, oil lantern, or any signal device producing
a flame shall be carried upon any vehicle or combination of
vehicles.

() (1) At least three reflective triangles or electronic beacons
shall be carried in each vehicle or combination of vehicles.

(2) For purposes of this section, “electronic beacon” means a
hermetically sealed intrinsically safe safety device that is designed
to replace incendiary flares, uses LED technology, is equipped
with intelligent electronic circuitry, and is water-tight and
nonreactive.

SECH-

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XI111B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within
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1 the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
2 Constitution.
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