AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 22, 2010

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 18

I ntroduced by-Assembly-Membertiea Assembly MembersLieu and

Feuer
(Coauthor: Senator Pavley)

May 18, 2009

Assembly Joint Resolution No. 18—Relative to-eredit-care-reform
social security benefits.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AJR 18, as amended, Lieu. Credit-eare—+eform—Social security:
benefits for same-sex couples.

This measure would support federal legidative efforts to reduce or
eliminate discrimination against same-sex couples in social security

Fiscal committee: no.

WHEREAS, Despite calls for equality in benefits from a broad
cross section of government leaders and the American public,
there remain policies embedded in the Social Security
Administration that result in harsh and consequential
discrimination against America’s same-sex couples; and

WHEREAS, With an estimated one million same-sex couplesin
the United States, countless taxpayers are cheated by this unfair
system every day; and
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WHEREAS, Social security benefits are denied to same-sex
couples who fall into one of four basic categories; and

WHEREAS, First, under social security law, the spousal
retirement benefits policy allows a lower income spouse to be
eligible for either his or her own benefit, or an amount equal to
one-half of the higher earning spouse’s benefit. This benefit is not
availableto a similarly situated spousein a same-sex partnership;
and

WHEREAS, Second, under social security disability insurance
law, if the spouse earning social security becomes disabled, he or
sheisdligible to receive disabled worker’s benefits under current
law, and can also qualify to receive benefits paid to his or her
spouse’s disabled worker’s earnings record in the form of his or
her own benefit or an amount equal to one-half of the higher
earning spouse’s benefit. This benefit is not available for same-sex
couples, and the benefit as it pertains to children of same-sex
couplesislegally undefined to date; and

WHEREAS, Third, under social security law, survivor benefits
allow a widow or widower to be eligible to claim his or her own
social security benefit, or an amount equal to the benefit to which
hisor her deceased spouse was €ligible, whichever isgreater. This
benefit is not available for same-sex couples; and

WHEREAS, Fourth, under social security law upon the death
of a spouse, the government provides a modest benefit of two
hundred fifty-five dollars ($255) for burial expenses. This benefit
is not available for same-sex couples; and

WHEREAS, Social security was created to protect all Americans
from financial insecurity in their retirement years,; and

WHEREAS, This discrimination directly affects an untold
number of individuals in California and nationwide; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED BY THE ASSEMBLY AND THE SENATE OF
THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, JOINTLY, That the Legidlature
supports federal legidative efforts that result in the reduction or,
optimally, the elimination of discriminatory policy embedded in
social security asit pertainsto same-sex couples; and beit further

RESOLVED, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly transmit
copies of thisresolution to the President and Vice President of the
United Sates, to the Spoeaker of the House of Representatives, to
the Majority Leader of the Senate, and to each Senator and
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Representative from California in the Congress of the United
Sates.
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