AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 22, 2010

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2590

Introduced by Assembly Member Bonnie L owenthal

February 19, 2010

-An act to add Section 14132.31 to the Welfaré
and Institutions Code, relating to Medi-Cal.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2590, as amended, Bonnie Lowenthal. AHDS-testing-disclosure
of—results—Medi-Cal: disease management programs: HIV/AIDS:

disclosure of data: contractors.

Existing law provides for the Medi-Cal program, which is
administered by the State Department of Health Care Services and
under which qualified low-income persons receive health care services.
Existing law requires the department to apply for a waiver of federal
law to test the efficacy of providing a disease management benefit, as
described, to specified beneficiaries under the Medi-Cal program.

This bill would authorize the department to, in accordance with
federal law, provide to an entity that contracts with the state to provide
disease management services to persons with the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
(AIDS) all data in the department’s possession that is necessary to
identify and enroll persons who are eligible for the disease management
program. This bill would impose certain requirements on the
above-described contractors to protect the confidentiality of the data
provided to the contractor by the department.
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ofthe-test:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 14132.31 is added to the Welfare and
Institutions Code, to read:

14132.31. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of state
law, the department may, in accordance with federal law, provide
to an entity that contracts with the state to provide disease
management services to persons with the human immunodeficiency
virus (HIV) or acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS) all
data in the department’s possession that is necessary to identify
and enroll persons who are eligible for the disease management
program.

(b) (1) The contractor described in subdivision (a) shall do all
of the following:

(A) Use only materials that are approved by the department for
outreach to potential enrollees in the disease management
program.
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(B) Implement and maintain procedures that are approved by
the department that guard against disclosure of confidential
information to unauthorized persons.

(C) Inform each enrollee in the disease management program
of his or her right to confidentiality and obtain the enrollee’s
consent prior to release of confidential information, unless prior
consent is specifically not required.

(2) The contractor shall not disclose protected health
information supplied by the department to subcontractors for
outreach and enrollment purposes.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the
department to access the data reported and collected pursuant to
Section 121022 of the Health and Safety Code.

~ SECHON-TI-—Seetion-121010-of the- Health-and-Safety Cede
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