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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 642

Introduced by Assembly Member Charles Calderon

February 16, 2011
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energy—An act relating to renewabl e energy.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 642, as amended, Charles Calderon. Renewable energy: biomass:

Existing law requires the State Energy Resources Conservation and
Development Commission to administer the Renewable Energy
Resources Program, which provides financial assistance for the
development of renewable electricity generation facilities, including
facilities that use biomass.

Existing law requires the California Alternative Energy and Advanced
Transportation Financing Authority to establish a renewable energy
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program to provide financial assistance to specified entities to generate
new and renewable energy sources. Existing law defines “renewable
energy” to mean a device or technology that, among other things, uses
biomass for electrical generation.

The California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program requires a
retail seller of electricity to purchase a specified minimum percentage
of electricity generated by eligible renewable energy resources, including
electricity generated through the use of, among other things, biomass,
in any given year as a specified percentage of total kilowatthours sold
to retail end-use customers each calendar year.

This bill would expressly provide that “biomass” for the above
provisions includes algae.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yesno.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
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SEC2
SECTION 1. For the purposes of Sections 25741 and 26003
of the Public Resources Code, biomass includes algae.
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