AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 31, 2011

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1058

Introduced by Assembly Member Smyth

February 18, 2011

An act to-amend-Seetion1397+-o6f add Section 13149 to the Water
Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1058, as amended, Smyth. CleanWaterBoreH-aw-of 1970-Water
quality: salinity: agricultural use.

Under the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act, the State Water
Resources Control Board and the 9 California regional water quality
control boards are the principal state agencies with responsibility for
the coordination and control of water quality in the state. The act
requires the state board to formulate and adopt state policies for water
quality control, and requires the regional boards to adopt regional
water quality control plans in compliance with the state policies.

This bill would require the state board, on or before July 1, 2013, to
adopt a statewide policy establishing a statewide water quality objective
and plan of implementation for chloride and other measures of salinity
that may affect the suitability of water used for agricultural purposes,
in accordance with prescribed requirements.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 13149 is added to the Water Code, to
read:

13149. (a) On or before July 1, 2013, the state board, in
cooperation with the regional boards and other interested parties,
shall adopt a statewide policy establishing a statewide water
quality objective and plan of implementation for levels of chloride
and, to the extent that inconsistencies exist among regional water
quality control plans, other measures of salinity that may affect
the suitability of water used for agricultural purposes. The
statewide water quality objective and plan of implementation shall
apply to water bodies identified as suitable for present or probable
future direct or indirect use for irrigation of agricultural crops.

(b) In developing the statewide water quality objective for
chloride and other measures of salinity, the state board shall do
all of the following:

(1) Identify the water bodies to which the water quality objective
will apply.

(2) ldentify the source of chloride and chloride levels in the
water supply for communities within the watersheds of the water
bodies identified pursuant to paragraph (1).

(3) Identify irrigation and cultivation practices that are available
to mitigate chloride levels in water used to irrigate agricultural
crops, and factor those practices into the level at which the water
quality objective is set.

(4) ldentify plans to develop and use recycled water within the
watersheds of the water bodies identified pursuant to paragraph
(1), and set the water quality objective at a level that does not
impede the expansion of recycled water use within those
watersheds.

(5) ldentify water bodies in which the water quality objective
IS not currently being attained.
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(c) The statewide policy adopted pursuant to this section shall
be consistent with the federal Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. Sec.
1251 et seq.).
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