AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 4, 2011

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1262

Introduced by Assembly Member Dickinson

February 18, 2011

urgeney-thereofto-take-effectimmediately-An act 1to amend Sections
47616.5 and 48352 of the Education Code, relating to charter schools.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1262, as amended, Dickinson. Edueation-employment-—rightto
reappotntment-Charter schools.

(1) The Charter Schools Act of 1992 authorizes any one or more
persons to submit a petition to the governing board of a school district
to establish a charter school that operates independently from the
existing school district structure as a method of accomplishing specified
goals. Existing law requires the Legislative Analyst to contract for a
neutral evaluator to conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of the
charter school approach, as specified, and for this neutral evaluator,
on or before July 1, 2003, to report to the Legislature and the Governor
with recommendations to modify, expand, or terminate the charter
school approach.

This bill would require that the neutral evaluator report this
evaluation on or before July 1, 2016.

(2) Existing law, the Open Enrollment Act, authorizes the parent of
a pupil enrolled in a low-achieving school, as defined, to submit an
application for the pupil to attend a school in a school district of
enrollment, as defined. The act requires the Superintendent of Public

98



AB 1262 —2—

Instruction to annually create a list of 1,000 low-achieving schools,
according to specified criteria. The act excludes charter schools from
this list.

This bill would eliminate the exclusion of charter schools from this
list.

Vote: %4-majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: #e-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 47616.5 of the Education Code is amended
2 toread:

3 47616.5. The Legislative Analyst shall contract for a neutral
4 evaluator to conduct an evaluation of the effectiveness of the
5 charter school approach authorized under this part. On or before
6 July 1,-2603 2016, the neutral evaluator shall report directly to the
7 Legislature and the Governor with recommendations to modify,
8 expand, or terminate the charter school approach. The evaluation
9 of the effectiveness of the charter school approach shall include,
0 but shall not be limited to, the following factors:
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(a) If available, the pre- and post-charter school test scores of
pupils attending charter schools and other pupil assessment tools.

(b) The level of parental satisfaction with the charter school
approach compared with schools within the district in which the
charter school is located.

(c) The impact of required parental involvement.

(d) The fiscal structures and practices of charter schools as well
as the relationship of these structures and practices to school
districts, including the amount of revenue received from various
public and private sources.

(e) Anassessment of whether or not the charter school approach
has resulted in increased innovation and creativity.

(f) Opportunities for teachers under the charter school approach.

(g) Whether or not there is an increased focus on low-achieving
and gifted pupils.

(h) Any discrimination and segregation in charter schools.

(i) Ifavailable, the number of charter school petitions submitted
to governing boards of school districts and the number of those
proposals that are denied, per year, since the enactment of the
charter school law, including the reasons why the governing boards
denied these petitions, and the reasons governing boards have
revoked charters.

(j) The governance, fiscal liability and accountability practices
and related issues between charter schools and the governing boards
of the school districts approving their charters.

(k) The manner in which governing boards of school districts
monitor the compliance of the conditions, standards, and
procedures entered into under a charter.

() The extent of the employment of noncredentialed personnel
in charter schools.

(m) An assessment of how the exemption from laws governing
school districts allows charter schools to operate differently than
schools operating under those laws.

(n) A comparison in each school district that has a charter school
of the pupil dropout rate in the charter schools and in the noncharter
schools.

(0) The role and impact of collective bargaining on charter
schools.

SEC. 2. Section 48352 of the Education Code is amended to
read:
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48352. For purposes of this article, the following definitions
apply:

(@) “Lowe-achieving school” means any school identified by the
Superintendent pursuant to the following:

(1) Excluding the schools, and taking into account the impact
of the criteria in paragraph (2), the Superintendent annually shall
create a list of 1,000 schools ranked by increasing-ARt Academic
Performance Index with the same ratio of elementary, middle, and
high schools as existed in decile 1 in the 2008-09 school year.

(2) In constructing the list of 1,000 schools each year, the
Superintendent shall ensure-eaeh both of the following:

(A) A local educational agency shall not have more than 10
percent of its schools on the list. However, if the number of schools
in a local educational agency is not evenly divisible by 10, the
Superintendent shall round up to the next whole number of schools.

(B) Court, community, or community day schools shall not be
included on the list.

(b) “Parent” means the natural or adoptive parent or guardian
of a dependent child.

(c) “School district of enrollment” means a school district other
than the school district in which the parent of a pupil resides, but
in which the parent of the pupil nevertheless intends to enroll the
pupil pursuant to this article.

(d) “School district of residence” means a school district in
which the parent of a pupil resides and in which the pupil would
otherwise be required to enroll pursuant to Section 48200.
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