AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 14, 2011
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 31, 2011

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2011—12 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1311

Introduced by Assembly Member Miller

February 18, 2011

An act to amend-Seetions-21455:6,-40518anrd-40520 Section 21455.6
of, and to add Section 22368 to, the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1311, asamended, Miller. \ehicles: automated speed enforcement
systems.

Existing law does not expressly authorize the use of photo radar from
an automated enforcement system for speed enforcement purposes by
any jurisdiction.

This bill would authorize a local authority to-estabhsk participatein
a local traffic safety program-utihizing that studies the feasibility of
using an automated speed enforcement system for speed enforcement
only in areas designated as school zones;—f-speeified-conditions—are
met.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the
2 following:
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(@) A school zone refers to the area described in subparagraph
(B) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 22352 of the
Vehicle Code on streets near a school or near a crosswalk leading
to a school that has a likely presence of schoolchildren or younger
pedestrians. School zones generally have a reduced speed limit
during certain hours in order to protect children and younger
pedestrians.

(b) Safety in school zones is critical to the safety of young
children, and it is the intent of the Legislature to vigilantly enforce
speed limits applicable in school zones to protect this vulnerable
population. Traffic speed enforcement is critical to law enforcement
agencies’ efforts to reduce factors that contribute to traffic
collisions and collisions involving pedestrians.

(c) Law enforcement and local agencies employ a variety of
methods to reduce speeding, including, but not limited to,
engineering, education, and enforcement. Additional tools,
including the use of automated enforcement systems, are available
to assist law enforcement in addressing excessive speeding and
speed-related accidents. Automated speed enforcement offers a
high rate of detection, and, in conjunction with education,
engineering, and law enforcement measures, it can significantly
improve traffic safety.

(d) Several automated enforcement programs implemented in
other cities and states have proven successful in reducing speeding
and addressing traffic safety concerns. These programs have also
given policymakers the opportunity to assess which programs have
operated appropriately and successfully. The automated speed
enforcement programs that this act authorizes are limited to school
Zones.

SEC. 2. Section 21455.6 of the Vehicle Code is amended to
read:

21455.6. (a) A city council or county board of supervisors
shall conduct a public hearing on the proposed use of an automated
traffic enforcement system authorized under Section 21455.5 prior
to authorizing the city or county to enter into a contract for the use
of the system.

(b) (1) The activities listed in subdivision (c) of Section 21455.5
that relate to the operation of an automated traffic enforcement
system may be contracted out by the city or county, except that
the activities listed in paragraph (1) of, and subparagraphs (A),
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(D), (E), or (F) of paragraph (2) of, subdivision (c) of Section
21455.5 may not be contracted out to the manufacturer or supplier
of the automated traffic enforcement system.

(2) Paragraph (1) does not apply to a contract that was entered
into by a city or county and a manufacturer or supplier of
automated traffic enforcement equipment before January 1, 2004,
unless that contract is renewed, extended, or amended on or after
January 1, 2004.

(c) Except as authorized pursuant to Section 22368, the
authorization in Section 21455.5 to use automated traffic
enforcement systems does not authorize the use of photo radar for
speed enforcement purposes by any jurisdiction.

SEC. 3. Section 22368 is added to the \ehicle Code, to read:

22368. Alocal authority may participatein alocal traffic safety
program that studies the feasibility of using an automated speed
enforcement, system for speed enforcement only in areas
designated as school zones.
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