AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 15, 2011

SENATE BILL No. 250

Introduced by Senator Rubio

February 10, 2011

An act to-amend-Seetion-3203-6f add Section 21167.11 to the Public
Resources Code, relating to-et-ane-gas environmental quality.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 250, as amended, Rubio. ©H-and—gas—operations—notice—of
intentionto-commenee-drilling-Environment quality: CEQA: renewable
energy project: exemption.

(1) The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a
lead agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify
the completion of, an environmental impact report (EIR) on a project
that it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant
effect on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds
that the project will not have that effect. CEQA also requires a lead
agency to prepare a mitigated negative declaration for a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment if revisions in the
project would avoid or mitigate that effect and there is no substantial
evidence that the project, as revised, would have a significant effect on
the environment.

CEQA authorizes an action or proceeding to attack, review, set aside,
void, or annul acts or decisions taken by a public agency on the grounds
of noncompliance with CEQA.

This bill would provide that a program EIR or a master EIR prepared
for the siting or permitting of a renewable energy project that qualifies
as an eligible renewable energy resource under the California
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Renewables Portfolio Standard Program or related transmission
projects are not subject to judicial review.

I dered Lot (oo
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 21167.11 is added to the Public Resources
Code, to read:

21167.11. Notwithstanding other provisions of law, a master
environmental impact report prepared pursuant to Article 2
(commencing with Section 21157) or a program environmental
impact report, as defined in Section 15168 of Title 14 of the
California Code of Regulations, prepared for the siting and
permitting of a renewable energy generation facility that qualifies
as an eligible renewable energy resource pursuant to the California
Renewables Portfolio Standard Program (Article 16 (commencing
with Section 399.11) of Chapter 2.5 of Part 1 of Division 1 of the
Public Utilities Code) or a transmission project related to an
eligible renewable energy generation facility is not subject to
judicial review pursuant to this division.
amended-toread:
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