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SENATE BILL No. 500

Introduced by Senator Hancock

February 17, 2011

An act to amend-Seetions-54690-and Section 54694 of, and to add
Sections 54691.5 and 54697.5 to, the Education Code, relating to
partnership academies.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 500, as amended, Hancock. Partnership academies.

(1) Existing law provides for the establishment of partnership
academies for pupils at risk of dropping out of school by participating
school districts that meet specified eligibility requirements, and requires
the Superintendent of Public Instruction to issue grants to school districts
for planning, establishing, and maintaining the partnership academies.

This bill would request that the State Department of Education, using
data collected from the yearly reports of the California Partnership
Academies, provide an analysis of the partnership academies program
components and make recommendations to the Legislature, as specified.
The bill would also encourage the department to make recommendations
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that would be shared with the Senate Committee on Education and the
Assembly Committee on Education at the beginning of each new 2-year
regular session of the Legislature regarding the various types of
partnership academies and the implications of program oversight by
the department of multiple types of partnership academies.

(2) Existing law requires the Superintendent to develop guidelines
with respect to partnership academies, including, but not limited to,
enrollment provisions, application procedures, and pupil eligibility.

This bill would, for purposes of the guidelines relating to enrollment,
authorize school districts to determine the number of pupils enrolled in
a partnership academy. The bill would also require the guidelines to
include strategies to encourage, establish, and fund partnership
academies serving rural school districts.

(3) Existing law limits the enrollment in partnership academies to
pupils in grades 10 to 12, inclusive.

This bill would authorize a school district to enroll grade 9 pupils,
provided the school district complies with specified requirements. The
bill would prohibit a school district from receiving partnership academy
funding for the establishment or maintenance of grade 9 partnership
academy courses.

(4) The bill would require that, if funds are appropriated for the
support of certain partnership academies in the annual Budget Act or
any other measure, these funds be allocated in accordance with the
provisions of law that govern partnership academies.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
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SEC2

SECTION 1. Section 54691.5 is added to the Education Code,
to read:

54691.5. (a) Using data collected from the yearly reports of
the California Partnership Academies, the department is requested
to provide an analysis of the partnership academies program
components and to make recommendations to the Legislature on
ways to improve the quality of curriculum, the delivery of services,
ways to address enrollment issues, including, but not limited to,
pupil eligibility and performance, professional development for
staff, access to and administration of pupil work experience, and
sustainability of the partnership academies when state support
ceases.

(b) The department is encouraged to make recommendations
regarding the various types of partnership academies that have
been created by the Legislature or funded privately by business
and industry and the implications of program oversight by the
department of multiple types of partnership academies. The
department is encouraged to share—their its findings and
recommendations with the Senate Committee on Education and
the Assembly Committee on Education at the beginning of each
new two-year regular session of the Legislature.

SEC3-

SEC. 2. Section 54694 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

54694. The Superintendent shall develop guidelines with
respect to the California Partnership Academies. The guidelines
shall include, but not be limited to, all of the following:

(@) Enrollment provisions. For purposes of this subdivision,
school districts may determine the total number of pupils enrolled
in a partnership academy.
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(b) Application procedures.

(c) Pupil eligibility.

(d) Strategies to encourage, establish, and fund partnership
academies serving rural school districts.

SECH-

SEC. 3. Section 54697.5 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

54697.5. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, a school district
may authorize grade 9 pupils to enroll in partnership academies.
If a school district elects to enroll grade 9 pupils, the school district
shall comply with all of the following:

(1) Adopt a policy describing the goals and criteria for grade 9
participation.

(2) Submit an academy program of study to the department
demonstrating how the grade 9 course is integral to the academy.

(3) Submit to the department data on grade 9 participation, as
specified by the department.

(b) A school district shall not receive funding pursuant to this
article for the establishment or maintenance of grade 9 courses
established pursuant to this section. All costs associated with
establishing or maintaining grade 9 courses shall be borne solely
by the school district.

SECS5:

SEC. 4. If funds are appropriated in the annual Budget Act or
any other measure for the support of partnership academies funded
pursuant to Chapter 352 of the Statutes of 2005, these funds shall
be allocated in the manner specified in Article 5 (commencing
with Section 54690) of Chapter 9 of Part 29 of Division 4 of Title
2 of the Education Code.
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