AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 3, 2014
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

House Resolution No. 45

Introduced by Assembly Member Dababneh
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Achadjian, Algo, Allen, Ammiano,
Atkins, Bloom, Bocanegra, Bonilla, Bonta, Bradford, Brown,
Buchanan, lan Calderon, Campos, Chau, Chéavez, Chesbro,
Conway, Cooley, Dahle, Daly, Dickinson, Eggman, Fong, Frazer,
Garcia, Gatto, Gonzalez, Gordon, Gorell, Gray, Grove, Hagman,
Harkey, Holden, Jones, Jones-Sawyer, Levine, Linder, Logue,
Lowenthal, Maienschein, Mansoor, Medina, Melendez, Mullin,
Muratsuchi, Nazarian, Nestande, Olsen, Pan, Patterson, Perea,
John A. Pérez, V. Manud Pérez, Quirk, Quirk-Silva, Rendon,
Ridley-Thomas, Rodriguez, Salas, Skinner, Stone, Ting, Wagner,
Waldron, Weber, Wieckowski, Wilk, Williams, and Yamada)

June 10, 2014

House Resolution No. 45—Relative to the Caifornia-Ukraine
National Guard Partnership.

WHEREAS, The Californian National Guard isthe largest and
most frequently deployed National Guard forcein the United States
with a total authorized strength of 22,900 soldiers and airmen.
Since 2001 more than 38,000 soldiers and airmen have served with
distinction overseas; and

WHEREAS, Nearly every state National Guard participatesin
the National Guard State Partnership Program, also known as SPP,
which helps partner nations to prevent falled states, improve
capabilities to protect citizens, and create stable regions; and
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WHEREAS, The California-Ukraine National Guard Partnership
isone of 65 National Guard State Partnership Programs and this
partnership wasformed in 1993, just two years after Ukraine earned
its independence from the Soviet Union; and

WHEREAS, The State of California’s partnership with Ukraine
is among the most important and progressive partnerships in
Europe. The California National Guard has actively trained with
the Armed Forces of Ukraine to reinforce military respect for
civilian control and rule of law while improving the
professionalism of military personnel from both Ukraine and the
State of California. Thanks to its strategic location, size, and
population, Ukraine has the capacity to be one of the most
influential countriesin the region; and

WHEREAS, Prior to our strategic relationship, theArmed Forces
of Ukrainewerein desperate need of restructuring, modernization
of forces, and information sharing. Ukraine needed the tools to
learn how to build a consensus among civilian populations,
analytical methods for achieving their goals, and how to become
adiplomatic leader in its region; and

WHEREAS, Through the collaboration, California Guardsmen
have addressed a broad range of social, economic, military, and
political issues in Ukraine. The California National Guard has
worked to give Ukrainian Armed Forces the tools to help secure
their borders, provide emergency response training, and other
training to large, diverse agencies in Ukraine; and

WHEREAS, Ukrainian military members have traveled to
California to participate in disaster-relief exercises with the
California National Guard and California Guardsmen have been
deployed to Ukraine for antiterror exercises. Currently, the focus
of the California-Ukraine National Guard Partnershipison English
language training, strategic airlift collaboration, human resources
and personnel management, humanitarian assistance, devel opment
of the European Union Battle Group; and

WHEREAS, The California-Ukraine National Guard partnership
can be apoint of pridefor the almost 100,000 Californian citizens
of Ukrainian origin; now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Assembly of the State of California, That the
Assembly proclaimsits support for the California National Guard
and the California-Ukraine National Guard Partnership; and be it
further
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1 Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of the Assembly shall transmit
2 copiesof thisresolution to the author for appropriate distribution.

97



