AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 20, 2014
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 29, 2013

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 155

Introduced by Assembly Member Algo

January 22, 2013

An—actteo—amend—Section—226—of—the—Laber—Code—+elating—to
empleyment-An act to add Section 87 to the Monterey County Water
Resources Agency Act (Chapter 1159 of the Statutes of 1990), relating
to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 155, as amended, Algjo. Empleyment—payroH-recerds—rightto
thaspeet—Monterey County Water Resources Agency. Salinas River

Management Program.

Existing law, the Monterey County Water Resources Agency Act,
establishes the Monterey County Water Resources Agency as a flood
control and water agency within the County of Monterey.

This bill would require the agency to establish a multiobjective,
multibenefit consensus-based comprehensive Salinas River Management
Programand would require the agency to establish a steering committee
to develop the program. By requiring the agency to establish a new
program, this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.
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This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

e g i thi i
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 87 isadded to the Monterey County Water

2 Resources Agency Act (Chapter 1159 of the Satutes of 1990), to

3 read:

4 87. (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares all of the

5 following:

6 (1) TheSalinasRiver watershed consists of 4,200 square miles

7 of land. Much of the watershed is prime agricultural and

8 rangeland, providing a strong base for the region’s economy.

9 Much of the land within the watershed provides housing,
10 employment, recreation, and education opportunities for central
11 coast residents and visitors fromthroughout the state, nation, and
12 world.
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(2) The Salinas River watershed includes portions of the
Counties of Monterey and San Luis Obispo and each of those
countiesis concerned about the ability of its communitiesto sustain
a high quality of life with regard to agriculture, housing,
commerce, education, and environmental protection.

(3) The Salinas River watershed includes numerous streams,
creeks, rivers, wetlands, and estuaries that form the natural
drainage system that directs rainwater to the ocean. The Salinas
River watershed also includes numerous manmade water
collection, drainage, and water disposal projects and systemsthat
also direct rainwater to the ocean.

(4) The SalinasRiver watershed includes millions of square feet
of impervious surfaces, such as roads, parking lots, homes,
commercial and agricultural structures, schools, and playgrounds,
all of which reduce the amount of natural groundwater recharge
that would otherwise be available to reduce rainwater runoff.

(5) The SalinasRiver watershed includesflood control structures
that were designed and constructed many years ago. Those flood
control structures are now proving to be inadequate to protect the
area’s agricultural lands, commercial, residential, and public
sector buildings, and environmental resources.

(6) Recent floods along the Salinas River watershed have
resulted in significant physical and economic loss. The severe
floods of 1995 damaged approximately 30,000 acresof agricultural
land, resulted in the permanent loss of 1,100 acres of prime
farmland to erosion, flood-related losses were estimated at two
hundred forty million dollars ($240,000,000), and virtually all the
flood control levees along the Salinas River were destroyed or
severely damaged. 1n 1998, flooding caused 50 roads and highways
to be closed, with 29,000 acres of farmland damaged, and created
agricultural losses of over seven million dollars ($7,000,000). In
2011, the reported agricultural losses from flooding included
approximately four million dollars ($4,000,000) in lost gross
production value and approximately one million five hundred
thousand dollars ($1,500,000) in cleanup and ranch repair.

(7) The Salinas River flows through and irrigates some of the
richest and most fertile agricultural lands in the state and even
the world. The crops grown here are shipped to almost every
corner of the globe. If a disastrous flood is to occur, the impact
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will befelt worldwide and have serious consequences on our state
and national economy.

(8) The County of Monterey agriculture sector generates nearly
eight billion two hundred million dollars ($8,200,000,000) annually
and supports more than 73,000 jobs, including, but not limited to,
farm workers, packing house employees, truck drivers, and
warehouse personnel. According to a Department of Food and
Agriculture report, the County of Monterey is the fourth largest
agricultural producing county in the state representing almost 10
percent of the state’s annual agricultural production. The County
of Monterey grows more than 50 crops with an annual gross
production of over one million dollars ($1,000,000), including,
but not limited to, strawberries, lettuce, broccoli, celery, and wine
grapes.

(9) There is a need for a local, intergovernmental, and
cooper ative gover nance structure, with public-private partnership
involvement, for the Salinas River watershed in order to develop
and implement a systemic, rational, and cost-effective program of
flood control and watershed management.

(10) Itistheintent of the Legislature, through the enactment of
this section, to enable the local governments and local residents
of the Salinas River watershed to exercise appropriate powers to
ensure that the human, economic, and environmental resources
of the watershed are preserved, protected, and enhanced in terms
of watershed management and flood protection.

(b) The agency shall establish a multiobjective, multibenefit
consensus-based comprehensive Salinas River Management
Program. The program shall address the long-term management
of the Salinas River to protect the unique environmental, cultural,
and agricultural resources within the Salinas Valley.

(c) The agency shall establish a steering committee that shall
develop the program. The steering committee shall include
representatives from all major interested parties, including, but
not limited to, landowners, regulatory agencies, environmental
organizations, the agency, and local governments, including, but
not limited to, the County of Monterey.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates deter mines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
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pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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