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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 920

Introduced by Assembly Member Ting

February 22, 2013

An act to-amend-Seetion-5151-ef-and+to add Section 2611.8 to; the
Revenue and Taxation Code, relating to taxation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 920, as amended, Ting. Property taxation: tax bill-+rfermation:
Haterest-en+refunds: information.

Existing property tax law requires that each county tax bill, or a
statement accompanying that bill, include specified information.

Thisbill woul d-additienaly establish the Property Tax Transparency
and Accountability Program as a pilot program which would,
commencing with specified fiscal years, require participating counties
to provide specified information in each county tax bill, including
information that indicates what percentage of the general ad valorem
property tax is allocated to each local government entity, as specified,
and a comprehensive account of all the services funded by local
governments, as specified. This bill would additionally require those
participating counties, after the cessation of the pilot program, to provide
the Legislature with areport relating to the program, as described.
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AB 920 —2—

By imposing a new duty upon local tax officials with respect to
information required to be included in each county tax bill, this bill
would create a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

at-the-county-poel-appertioned-rate:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares al of the
2 following:
3 (8) Thegeneral ad valorem property tax supportsalarge portion
4  of the public services provided by local governments.
5  (b) For many taxpayers, the connection between the general ad
6 valorem property tax and the public services they receive is not
7 clear. While each parcel tax on a county tax bill is itemized, the
8 generad ad valorem property tax, which is usually the larger
9 amount, is not.
10  (¢) Increased transparency, by requiring alist of servicesfunded
11 by the general ad valorem property tax to be listed on the county
12 tax bill, will promote taxpayer understanding of how the general
13 ad valorem property tax is used by local governments in the tax
14 rate areain which the taxpayer’s property is located.
15 SEC. 2. Section 2611.8 is added to the Revenue and Taxation
16 Code, to read:
17 2611.8. (&) (1) In order to increase transparency about the
18 use of general ad valorem property tax revenues by local
19 governments, the Property Tax Transparency and Accountability
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—3— AB 920

Program is hereby established as a pilot program in each
participating county. Ynder-thepHotprogram,-eachparticipating
eeuﬂ%y—shaH—melﬂde—m—eaeh—eeun%y—ta)ebm—m—addmeﬂ—te—me

(2) Part|C|pat|ng countles shall mclude one geographlcally
small, one geographically medium, and one geographically large
county, and each participating county shall represent different
population demographics and service needs.

(b) Under the pilot program, each participating county shall
include in each county tax bill, in addition to the information
specified in Section 2611.6, the following information:

(1) Beginning with the 201415 fiscal year, information that
indicates what percentage of the general ad valorem property tax
is alocated to each local government jurisdiction including the
county, any city, and any specia district, including any school
district, in the tax rate areain which the property is located.

(2) Beginning with the 2015-16 fiscal year, a comprehensive
account of all the servicesfunded by local governments, including,
but not limited to, services provided by the county, any city, and
any specia district, including any school district, in the tax rate
areain which the property islocated.

(c) The pilot program shall remain operative through the
2017-18 fiscal year. Upon cessation of the pilot program, each
participating county shall provide a report to the Legislature
regarding the implementation of the pilot program, including, but
not limited to, any required technology upgrades, workload
adjustments, tax bill designs, costs, and other factors, and any
recommendations regarding how a county can best increase
transparency about the use of general ad valorem property tax
revenues by local governments.
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SECH-

SEC. 3. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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