AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 13, 2013

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1277

Introduced by Assembly Member Skinner

February 22, 2013

An act to amend Section-625 6603 of the Labor Code, relating to
employment.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1277, as amended, Skinner. Department of Industrial Relations.

Existing law establishes the Division of Occupational Safety and
Healthin the Department of Industrial Relationsto enforce employment
safety laws. Existing law authorizes the division to conduct hearings,
inspections, and investigations regarding alleged violations of
employment safety laws and to issue citations to employers. Existing
law establishes the Occupational Safety and Health Appeals Board in
the department and prescribes procedures for the appeals board to
hear and decide employer appeal s of the division’s enforcement actions.

Existing law requires the rules of practice and procedure established
by the appeals board to provide affected employees or representatives
of affected employees an opportunity to participate as parties to a
hearing contesting specified enforcement actions.

This bill would require that the board’'s rules of practice and
procedure also provide for the scheduling of hearings in a manner
designed to minimize inconvenience to the division, parties, and
witnesses, and to provide for completion of the hearings without
significant lapses in time, as specified.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 6603 of the Labor Code is amended to
read:

6603. (a) Therules of practice and procedure adopted by the
appeals board shall be consistent with Article 8 (commencing with
Section 11435.05) of Chapter 4.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title
2 of, and Sections 11507, 11507.6, 11507.7, 11513, 11514, 11515,
and 11516 of, the Government Code, and shall provide affected
employeesor representatives of affected employees an opportunity
to participate as parties to a hearing under Section 6602. Therules
of practice and procedure also shall provide for the scheduling of
hearings in a manner designed to minimize inconvenience to the
division and all parties and witnesses who are required to attend
the hearings, and for the completion of the hearings without
significant lapsesin time if the hearings are not completed within
the scheduled time.

(b) The superior courts shall have jurisdiction over contempt
proceedings, as provided in Article 12 (commencing with Section
11455.10) of Chapter 4.5 of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code.
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