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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1955

Introduced by Assembly Member Pan
(Coauthors: Assembly M embers Gonzalez and Nazarian)

February 19, 2014

An act to add and repeal Sectlon 42238. 054 of the Educatlon Code,

rel atl ng to pupll health

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1955, as amended, Pan. Pupil health: Heathy Kids, Healthy
Minds Demonstration.

Existing law establishes a public school financing system that requires
state funding for county superintendents of schools, school districts,
and charter schoolsto be calculated pursuant to alocal control funding
formula, as specified. Existing law requiresthe Superintendent of Public
Instruction to annually calculate alocal control funding formula grant
for each school district and charter school based on data submitted by
local educational agencies, as specified, in accordance with instructions
specified by the Controller.

Thishill would require the Superintendent to establish and implement
the Healthy Kids, Healthy Minds Demonstration for the period of July
1, 2015, until June 30, 2018, under which participating schoolsites
would employ a school nurse and a mental health professional, as
defined, and extend library hours. The bill would authorize local
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educational agencies that have a percentage of unduplicated pupils, as
defined, in excess of 55 percent of the local educational agency’s total
school enrollment to apply to the Superintendent for funding for these
purposes, as specified and upon appropriation. The bill would authorize
individual schoolsitesto apply for this funding if the local educational
agency does not have the required percentage of unduplicated pupils.
Thebill would require participating local educational agenciesto collect
and aggregate certain pupil data, and transmit this data annually to the
State Department of Education. The bill would encourage participating
local educational agenciesto offer specified library programs. The bill
would require the State Department of Education to compile, analyze,
and present the results of the demonstration to the State Board of
Education and the Legislature no later than December 31, 2018.

. oeat-educationdl s, P
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares al of the
following:

(8 School-based health services|ead to academic improvements,
better attendance, reduced suspension and expulsion rates, and
lower dropout rates.
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(b) Adverse childhood experiences, such as abuse or neglect,
violence, and physical health conditions, such asasthmaand dental
caries, impact school readiness, classroom behavior, and absentee
rates.

(c) Only 2 percent of California's schools have a school-based
health center and 57 percent of California school districts report
not having any full-time school nurse.

(d) Theratio of pupilsto school nursesin Californiais2,815to
1, and the National Association of School Nurses recommends
that school districts provide one nurse for every 750 well pupils.

(e) Theratio of pupilsto school psychologistsin Californiais
1,469 to 1, and the National Association of School Psychologists
Practice Model recommends aratio of one psychologist for every
500 to 700 pupils.

(f) School library programsand the presence of school librarians
can make significant differences in pupil success, literacy,
information technology skills, and overall academic achievement.

(9) Research showsthat, when children have accessto libraries
with plenty of books and adequate staffing, they read more and do
better on reading tests.

(h) Cdifornia ranks 51st nationally, including the District of
Columbia, in the number of pupils per librarian.

(i) Giventhe promiseof education reform, the scarcity of health
professionalsin the schools, and the steady decline in numbers of
library staff, the state must find innovative waysto spend itslimited
fiscal resources and leverage federal funding, in order to facilitate
for local educational agenciesthetask of connecting health services
to schools, and assist in returning schools and school libraries to
their traditional missions as centers of learning and community
life.

SEC. 2. Section 42238.054 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

42238.054. (a) Thedemonstration project established pursuant
to this section shall be known, and may be cited, as the Healthy
Kids, Healthy Minds Demonstration.

(b) The Superintendent shall establish the Healthy Kids, Hedlthy
Minds Demonstration in accordance with this section to increase
the base grant amounts received by local educational agencies
pursuant to Sections 2574 and 42238.02. The purpose of the
demonstration is for participating schoolsites to employ one
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full-time school nurse and onefull-time mental health professional,
and to ensure that the schoolsites' libraries are open one hour
before, and three hours after, the regular schoolday.

(c) The Superintendent shall implement the demonstration for
the period of July 1, 2015, to June 30, 2018, inclusive.

(d) (1) Exceptasprovidedin paragraph (2), alocal educational
agency is eligible to participate in the demonstration if it has a
percentage of unduplicated pupils, as determined pursuant to
Section 42238.02, in excess of 55 percent of the local educational
agency’stotal school enrollment.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), local educational agencies
that do not meet the requirements of paragraph (1) shall alow
individual schoolsitesthat meet the requirements of paragraph (1)
and are interested in participating to apply and participate in the
demonstration.

(e) To participate in the demonstration, a local educational
agency’s application shall, at a minimum, demonstrate all of the
following:

(1) The local educational agency meets the requirements of
subdivision (d) and isableto achieve the goal of the demonstration
with a combination of current and additiona local funds and
funding received from the grant program.

(2) Theloca educational agency can meet the goal of employing
one full-time nurse and one full-time mental health professional,
and providing the extended library hours described in subdivision
(b), for three fiscal years.

(3) The local educational agency can show that the proposed
use of the funds provided under the demonstration is consistent
with itslocal control and accountability plan.

(f) Upon appropriation by the Legidature, the Superintendent
shall reserve funds each year necessary to operate the
demonstration as a grant program.

(g) A participating local educational agency, with assistance
from the department, shall collect and aggregate data from
schoolsites under the jurisdiction of the local educational agency
that measures changes in pupil absenteeism, school climate,
reductions in the incidence of violence, successful intervention
against suicide attemptsand pupil bullying, changesin health status
among high-needs pupils, such as low income, English learners,
and foster youth, general pupil outcomes and achievement, and

96



OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

—5— AB 1955

other relevant benchmarks as defined and determined by the state
board. A participating local educational agency shall transmit this
data to the department annually.

(h) Participating local educational agencies are encouraged to
offer library programs that may include, but are not limited to,
reading circles, tutoring programs, online research, parent
engagement or classes, and parent outreach for homework
assistance. To the extent feasible, schoolsites shall make every
effort to offer library programming with the participation of
certified bilingual staff that aims to serve the language needs of
its local community. Participating local educational agencies or
individual schoolsites shall ensure that programs are adequately
staffed by qualified personnel, as described in subdivision (i), but
may aso include adult volunteers who are approved by the
schoolsite.

(i) This section shall not be interpreted to modify existing law
or school policy regarding what staff classification is permitted to
operatelibraries, which includeslevelsof certificated and classified
staff, to include media technicians and library aides.

() Thedepartment shall compile, analyze, and present theresults
of the demonstration to the L egislature and the state board no later
than December 31, 2018.

(k) The state board may adopt emergency regulations for
purposes of this section, including, but not limited to, the process
for selecting applicants to participate in the demonstration, and
the adoption of the emergency regulations shall be deemed to be
an emergency and necessary for theimmediate preservation of the
public peace, health and safety, or general welfare for purposes of
Sections 11346.1 and 11349.6 of the Government Code.

(1) For purposes of this section, “mental health professional”
means a school psychologist or socia worker.

(m) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1,
2019, and as of that date isrepealed, unless alater enacted statute,
that isenacted before January 1, 2019, del etes or extendsthat date.
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