AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 7, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2183

Introduced by Assembly Member Bocanegra

February 20, 2014

An act to amend Section-2842 2736 of the Business and Professions
Code, relating to-veeational nursing.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2183, as amended, Bocanegra. eeational-nursig-Nursing.
Under the Nursing Practice Act, the Board of Registered Nursing

licenses and regulates registered nurses. Existing law requires an
applicant for licensure as a registered nurse to comply with certain
requirements, including successful completion of the courses of
instruction prescribed by the board in a programin this state accredited
by the board for training registered nurses, or successful completion
of courses of instruction in a school of nursing outside of this state, if,
in the opinion of the board, the courses of instruction are equivalent to
the minimum requirements of the board for licensure in this state.
Existing law authorizesthe board to issue a license without examination
by endorsement to any applicant who is licensed or registered as a
nurse in any other state, district, or territory of the United States or
Canada, if specified requirements are met, including the requirement
that the applicant have successfully completed an equivalent course of
instruction as an applicant in this state.

This bill would require the Board of Registered Nursing to adopt
specific criteria for determining the equival ency of course of instruction
when assessing the qualifications of an out-of-state applicant who is
filing for licensure by endorsement. In adopting that criteria, the bill
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would require the board to place an emphasis on licensed clinical
experience.

experience-at-a-board-approved-schook:
Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2736 of the Business and Professions

2 Codeisamended to read:

3 2736. (a) Anapplicant for licensure asaregistered nurse shall

4 comply with each of the following:

5 (1) Have completed such genera preliminary education

6 requirements as shall be determined by the board.

7 (2) Have successfully completed the courses of instruction

8 prescribed by the board for licensure, in a program in this state

9 accredited by the board for training registered nurses, or have
10 successfully completed courses of instruction in aschool of nursing
11 outside of this state which, in the opinion of the board at the time
12 theapplication isfiled with the Beard-of RegisteredNursing board,
13 are equivaent to the minimum requirements of the board for
14 licensure established for an accredited program in this state. The
15 board shall adopt specific criteriafor determining the equivalency
16 of course instruction when assessing the qualifications of an
17 applicant who isalready licensed or registered as a nurse outside
18 of thisstate and who isfiling for licensure by endorsement pursuant
19 tosubdivision (b) of Section 2732.1. In adopting that criteria, the
20 board shall place primary emphasis on applicants who possess
21 licensed clinical experience.
22 (3) Not be subject to denia of licensure under Section 480.
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(b) An applicant who has received his or her training from a
school of nursing in a country outside the United States and who
has complied with the provisions of subdivision (a), or has
completed training equivalent to that required by subdivision (a),
shall qualify for licensure by successfully passing the examination
prescribed by the board.
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