AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 21, 2014

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2013—14 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2463

Introduced by Assembly Member Dickinson

February 21, 2014

An act to-amend-Section-85320-of add Section 12659.1 to the Water
Code, relating tothe-Sacramente-San-Joaguin-Delta: water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2463, asamended, Dickinson. Beltaplan-Bay-DeltaConservation
Pran—hearings-\Water: plans.

Existing law requires the Department of Water Resources to update,
every 5 years, the plan for the orderly and coordinated control,
protection, conservation, devel opment, and use of the water resources
of the state, which isknown as The CaliforniaWater Plan. Existing law
requires the department to include a discussion of various strategies
in the plan, including, but not limited to, strategies relating to the
development of new water storage facilities, water conservation, water
recycling, desalination, conjunctive use, water transfers, and alternative
pricing policies that may be pursued in order to meet the future needs
of the state.

This bill would require the department to partner with the Regional
Water Authority, water suppliers in El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento,
and Placer counties, and other interested agencies to develop a plan
for investing in water suppliesand other facilitiesin order to contribute
to the reliability of water supplies for the Sacramento region’s
communities and environmental resources while also generating
statewide benefits. The bill would require the plan to address certain
matters, and would require the department to submit the plan to the
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Legislature on or before January 1, 2017. To the extent this bill would
impose new duties on local officials, it would impose a state-mandated
local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidlature finds and declares all of the
following:

(&) The region surrounding the state capital of Sacramento
naturally depends on the American and Sacramento Rivers as
local sources of water supplies.
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(b) The region depends on the Folsom Reservoir to provide the
storage necessary to support the region’swater supply during dry
seasons and dry years.

(c) Thehistorically severe drought conditionsin 2013 and 2014
have demonstrated that the Sacramento region is uniquely
vulnerable to severe dry conditions. In January 2014, the water
levels in Folsom Reservoir dropped so low that the municipal
water supply intake in the reservoir that over 500,000 people
depend on was dangerously close to going dry, and low water
levels downstream on the American River compelled emergency
measures to allow for continued diversions by the City of
Sacramento.

(d) In 1972, under the CaliforniaWld & Scenic RiversAct, the
Legislature designated the lower American River asa recreational
river, and in 1981, at the request of Governor Edmund G. Brown,
Jr., the river was also designated as a recreational river under
the federal Wild & Scenic Rivers Act. The extraordinary value of
the American River, which supported the river’s designation as a
federal and state wild and scenic river, depends on water being
stored in, and released from, the Folsom Reservoir.

(e) The lower American River supports a large part of the
Central Valley’ siconic Chinook salmon and steelhead populations,
which depend on management of cold water stored in, and released
from, the Folsom Reservoir.

() While the Sacramento region has faced uniquely pressing
water issues in 2013 and 2014, in other dry years, the region’s
water suppliers have been able to conjunctively manage their
surface and groundwater resources to make water available for
transfer to other water-short regions of the state, and produced
statewide benefits in doing so.

(g) The Sacramento region has been one of California’sleaders
in developing integrated regional water management plansthrough
the Regional Water Authority, a joint powers authority, and the
American River Basin plan was recognized as one of the state’'s
Regional Success Stories in the Delta Plan adopted by the Delta
Sewardship Council.

(h) Under the federal Water Resources Development Act of
1999, the United States Army Cor ps of Engineers and the United
Sates Bureau of Reclamation are preparing an update to Folsom
Reservoir’s water control manual that could improve both flood
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control and water supply reliability by enabling the reservoir to
be operated with the |atest real -time weather prediction technol ogy.

(i) It is possible for the Department of Water Resources to
simultaneously improve the reliability of the Sacramento region’s
water supply to meet the current and future needs of its
communitiesand support environmental resourceswhile generating
statewide water supply benefits by assisting the Regional Water
Authority and the region’s water suppliers in developing
multibenefit projects and programs, and helping to identify
available funding for those projects and programs.

SEC. 2. Section 12659.1 is added to the Water Code, to read:

12659.1. (a) The department shall partner with the Regional
Water Authority, a specific joint powers authority in the
Sacramento area; the water suppliers in El Dorado, Placer,
Sacramento, and Yolo counties; and other interested agencies to
develop a plan for investing in water supplies and other facilities
in order to contribute to the reliability of water supplies for the
Sacramento region’s communities and environmental resources
while al so generating statewide benefits. The mattersthat the plan
shall address shall include, but are not limited to, conjunctive use
measures and facilities, water efficiency and reuse, measures to
integrate surface water supplies, drought response measures, and
potential funding sources.

(b) The department shall submit the plan to the Legislature on
or before January 1, 2017.

(c) A plan to be submitted pursuant to subdivision (b) shall be
submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government
Code.

(d) Thissection shall berepealed on January 1, 2021, unlessa
later enacted statute that isenacted before January 1, 2021, deletes
or extends that date.

SEC. 3. If the Commission on State Mandates deter mines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
read:
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