AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 6, 2014
AMENDED IN SENATEAPRIL 1, 2013
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LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 616, as amended, Wright. Pablie—works—payment—benes:

Aeronautics Account: California Aid to Airports Program.

Existing federal law authorizesairport sponsorsto submit applications
to the Secretary of Transportation for financial assistance for airport
improvement projects. Under federal law, upon approval by the
Secretary of Transportation, the United States gover nment may pay for
certain project costs.

Existing law establishes the Aeronautics Account in the Sate
Transportation Fund, and continuously appropriates the moneysin the
account for expenditure by the Division of Aeronautics within the
Department of Transportation and the California Transportation
Commission. Existing law requires that funds in the account be paid
to certain public entities owning and operating airports for projects
for airport and aviation purposes, as defined, or operation and
mai ntenance pur poses, as defined. Existing law authorizesany balance
remaining in the account to be used as a portion of the local match for
federal Airport Improvement Program grants for certain airports.
Existing law prohibits the California Transportation Commission from
allocating funds until the federal grant offer is accepted by the public
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entity and authorizes the division, upon allocation of the funds by the
commission, to pay a public entity 5% of the amount of a federal Airport
Improvement Program grant.

Existing regulations implement the California Aid to Airports
Program, which includesairport improvement program matching grants
and acquisition and development grants. These regulations prohibit
payments from the account for the California Aid to Airports Program
for projects that the sponsor, as defined, has already started or
completed prior to allocation of airport improvement programmatching
or acquisition and development funds, with the exception of projects
for land acquisition, as defined, and project services, as defined.

This bill would, until July 1, 2015, authorize payments from the
account for the California Aid to Airports Program for projects that
the sponsor has started or completed in accordance with a federal

97



Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding subdivision (a) of Section 4059
of the California Code of Regulations, until July 1, 2015, payments
from the Aeronautics Account for the California Aid to Airports
Program shall be allowed for projectsthat the sponsor, as defined
by subdivision (y) of Section 4052 of the California Code of
Regulations, has started or completed in accordance with a federal
Airport Improvement Program grant.
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