AMENDED IN SENATE SEPTEMBER 6, 2013

SENATE BILL No. 772

Introduced by Senator Emmer son
(Principal coauthor: Senator Roth)

February 22, 2013

2709-ofthePublie UtHities add Section 71760 to the Water Code,
relating to drinking water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 772, as amended, Emmerson. Drinking water.

TheMunicipal Water District Law of 1911 providesfor the formation
of municipal water districts and grants to those districts specified
powers. Existing law permits a district to acquire, control, distribute,
store, spread, sink, treat, purify, recycle, recapture, and salvage any
water for the beneficial use of thedistrict, itsinhabitants, or the owners
of rights to water in the district.

This bill would exempt the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District
and the Eastern Municipal Water District from liability for injuries or
damages arising out of the delivery of water to County Water Company
of Riverside customers, as specified.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yesno.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. TheLegidaturefindsand declaresthe following:

(&) The Legidlature recognizes there is an urgent need for safe
and reliable water service to be provided to the water users of the
County Water Company of Riverside, a private water company.

(b) The company is located in Riverside County, California.
Currently, the County Water Company of Riverside is unable to
provide clean and reliable water servicesto their water users.

(c) The County Water Company of Riversideislocated adjacent
to two municipal water districts, the Eastern Municipal Water
District and the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District, both
of which areformed pursuant to the Municipal Water District Law
of 1911 (Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 71000) of Part 1 of
Division 20 of the Water Code).

(d) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide the Eastern
Municipal Water District and the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water
District immunity fromany and all claimsand operational liability,
while they are using the preexisting substandard facilities of the
County Water Company of Riverside to provide water service to
the County Water Company of Riverside's customers and
simultaneously constructing new facilities which will serve those
customers.

(e) It is the intent of the Legislature to provide the Eastern
Municipal Water District and the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water
District ongoing immunity from any and all future claims
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associated with the unimproved, substandard facilities portions
of the systemoriginally constructed by the County Water Company
of Riverside.

SEC. 2. Section 71760 is added to the Water Code, to read:

71760. The Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and the
Eastern Municipal Water District are hereby exempt fromliability
for any and all injuries or damages arising out of the delivery of
water to the County Water Company of Riverside customers, as
follows:

(@ Immunity from liability shall exist during the period of
operation from the initiation of service by the Elsinore Valley
Municipal Water District and the Eastern Municipal Water District
upon the connection of a temporary potable service pipeline on
or before January 2014, until permanent replacement facilities
are accepted by the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and
the Eastern Municipal Water District. The acceptance date of the
permanent replacement facilities will be publicly noticed by the
Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District and the Eastern
Municipal Water District with the concurrence of the State
Department of Public Health.

(b) Immunity from liability shall extend to all future claims
associated with portions of the system originally constructed by
the County Water Company of Riverside, including, but not limited
to, claims arising from personal injury, property damage, liability
related to water quality, fire flow, and service interruptions.

(©) Immunity from liability shall extend to all claims by the
County Water Company of Riverside’'s customers arising prior to
the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District’s and the Eastern
Municipal Water District’s ownership and operation of the system.
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