AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 27, 2014

SENATE BILL No. 1172

Introduced by Senator Steinberg
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Gonzalez)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Buchanan)

February 20, 2014

An act to amend Section 49455 of the Education Code, relating to
pupil health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1172, as amended, Steinberg. Pupil health: vision-examinations:
appraisals.

Existing law requires, upon first enrollment in a California school
district of achild at-aCatiferntaan elementary school, and at least every
3rd year thereafter until the child has completed the 8th grade, the child’s
vision to be appraised by the school nurse or other authorized person,
as specified. Existing law requires this appraisa to include tests for
visual acuity and color vision. Existing law requires gross external
observation of the child’'s eyes, visual performance, and perception to
be done by the school nurse and the classroom teacher.

Th|s b|II would—exp%he—begrslatwes—m%e‘nt—te—eﬁaet—iegﬂaﬂqn

pubHc:—demen%ary—seheer— mstead require a pupil’s vision to be

appraised by the school nurse or other authorized person during
kindergarten, first grade, or upon first enrollment or entry in a
California school district of a pupil at an elementary school, and in
grades 2, 5, and 8. The bill would revise the functions to be performed
by the school nurse and the classroom teacher in observing a pupil’s
eyes, appearance, and other factorsthat may indicate vision difficulties.
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The bill would require the State Department of Education to adopt
guidelines to implement those provisons, including training
requirements and a method of testing for near vision. Because the bill
would impose additional dutieson public schools, the bill would impose
a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on Sate Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 49455 of the Education Code is amended
to read:

49455. Ypen-(a) During the kindergarten year, first grade,
or upon first enrollment or entry in a California school district of
a—eth pup|I at—a—eahferﬁra an elementary schooal, and—at—|east
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7 grade in grades 2,5, and 8 the—ehr+e|—s pupll svision shaII be

8 appraised by the school nurse or other authorized person under

9 Section 49452. This-evaluatien appraisal shall include tests for
10 visua acuity, including near vision, and color vision; however,
11 color vision shall be appraised once and only on male-chitdren;
12 pupils, and theresults of the appraisal shall be entered in the health
13 record of the pupil. Color vision appraisal need not begin until the
14 male pupll has reached thefr rst gradeGreesextemal—ebsewa&en
15 : §
16
17
18
19
20

apprarsal may be Walved |f the»ehrrd—s pup|I S parents so desire,
by their presenting of a certificate from a physician and surgeon,

a physician assistant practicing in compliance with Chapter 7.7
(commencing with Section 3500) of Division 2 of the Business
21 and Professions Code, or an optometrist setting out the results of
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adetermination of theehtte-s pupil’ svision, including visua acuity
and color vision.

(b) Continual and regular observation of the pupil’s eyes,
appearance, behavior, visual performance, and perception that
may indicate vision difficulties shall be done by the school nurse
and the classroom teacher.

Fheprovisionsof-this

(c) This section shall not apply to-any—ehid a pupil whose
parents or guardian file with the principal of the school in which
the-ehitd pupil isenrolling, a statement in writing that they adhere
to the faith or teachings of any well-recognized religious sect,
denomination, or organization and in accordance with its creed,
tenets, or principlesdepend for healing upon prayer in the practice
of their religion.

(d) The department shall adopt guidelines to implement this
section, including training requirements and a method of testing
for near vision.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates deter mines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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