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SENATE BILL No. 1455

Introduced by Senator DeSaulnier

February 21, 2014

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 1455, asamended DeSauInler Gah—femmta-Readmg—aﬁd-l:rteFaey

Aet—ef—zeiG—Publlc I|brar|e£ faC|I|t|es comprehenswe needs
assessment.

Existing law establishes the California Library Construction and
Renovation Bond Act of 1988 and the California Reading and Literacy
Improvement and Public Library Construction and Renovation Bond
Act of 2000. Existing law authorizes the issuance of bonds, pursuant
to the State General Obligation Bond Law, inthe amount of $72,405,000
in the 1988 bond act and in the amount of $350,000,000 in the 2000
bond act, for the purpose of financing library construction and
renovation.
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ThIS bill would—enaet—the—GaH#emm—Readmg—md—l:&eFaey

Statel:rblﬂalﬂraﬁ%ebm—wet&d reqw rethe State L| brarlan us ng e><|$| ng
resources, to prepare a comprehensive assessment on the statewide
need for the new construction, renovation, and rehabilitation of public
libraries and to submit a report to the Governor, the Department of
Finance, the Legidative Anayst, and the appropriate policy and fiscal
committees of the Legislature on or before August 15, 2015. The bill
would make findings and declarations related to public libraries.
Vote: 24-majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.

State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1. The Legidlature finds and declares all of the
following:

(&) Reading and literacy skills are fundamental to success in
our economy and our society.

(b) Public libraries are a vital part of the educational system.
They provideresources and servicesfor all residents of California,
including preschool ers, out-of-school adults, senior citizens, at-risk
youth, and those attending schools at all levels.

(c) Inmany cases, public libraries serve asa community’ sonly
public point of access to resources for learning and, by extension,
self-sufficiency.

(d) The construction and renovation of public library facilities
IS necessary to expand access to reading and literacy programs
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in the state public education system and to expand accessto public
library services for all residents of California.

(e) The need for public library facilities continues to grow. A
2007 needs assessment compiled by the California State Library
found that there is a need for over eight billion dollars
($8,000,000,000) in public library funding.

(H In March 2000, California voters approved a bond measure
of three hundred fifty million dollars ($350,000,000) for public
library construction and renovation.

(g) Due to the overwhelming response by applicants, the
California Public Library Construction and Renovation Board
was forced to deny approximately 75 percent of all applications
due to lack of additional bond funding.

SEC-3—The

SEC. 2. (a) The State Librarian shall prepare acomprehensive
assessment on the statewide need for the new construction,
renovation, and rehabilitation of public libraries, and submit a
report to the Governor, the Department of Finance, the Legidlative
Analyst, and the appropriate policy and fiscal committees of the
Legislature on or before August 15, 2015.

(b) The comprehensive assessment shall be prepared by the
Sate Librarian using existing resources.
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