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January 22, 2015

An act to-amend-Section 972 1-of -andto-add-Section 9723 t6; repeal
and add Sectl on 972 1 of the M|I|tary and Veterans Code rel atlng to

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 171, as amended, Irwin. Department of Veterans Affairs:
veterans services.

Existing law requires the Department of Veterans Affairs to disburse
funds, appropriated to the department for the purpose of supporting
county veterans service officers pursuant to the annual Budget Act, on
apro ratabasis, to-esunties a county that-eemphy complies with certain
conditions.
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expenditure-for-ene-year—he-biH-weuld reqw re the department no
later than July 1, 2016, to develop an allocation formula based upon
performance standardsthat encourageinnovation and reward outstanding
serwce by county veterans service officers, and would require those

moneys to be-alecated allocated, upon
appropriation by the Legidature, in accordance with that formula, as
specified. The bill would require the department to annually report to
the Legidature the efficacy, return on investment, work volume, and
regional impact of the subvention funds on each county that receives
those funds, as specified. The bill would also delete obsol ete provisions
and would make conforming changes.

Vote: -majority. Appropriation: ¥esno. Fiscal committee:
yes. State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 972.1 of the Military and Veterans Code,
as amended by Section 2 of Chapter 401 of the Statutes of 2012,
is repeal ed.
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SEC. 2. Section 972.1 is added to the Military and Veterans
Code, to read:

972.1. (a) The Department of Veterans Affairs shall, no later
than July 1, 2016, develop an allocation formula based upon
performance standards that encourage innovation and reward
outstanding service by county veterans service officers. Upon
appropriation by the Legislature of moneys for this purpose, the
moneys shall be all ocated each fiscal year in accordance with that
formula among only those counties that, in the discretion of the
secretary, comply with the following requirements:

(1) Establish and maintain a county veterans service officer,
pursuant to Section 970.

(2) Collect and report all information required by the
department in accordance with departmental regulations.
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(3) Comply with the training and accreditation standards for
county veterans service officersand veteran service representatives
as may be set by the department.

(4) Require county veterans service officers and veteran service
representatives to become accredited with the department for the
purpose of providing representation services to claimants before
the United States Department of \eterans Affairswithin 18 months
of the commencement of his or her employment, or on or before
June 1, 2017, whichever dateis later.

(b) The department shall annually report to the Legislature the
efficacy, return on investment, work volume, and regional impact
of the subvention funds on each county that receives those funds.
The department shall, in addition to the requirements of Section
974, annually deter mine infor mation including, but not limited to,
the following:

(1) The amount of new or increased monetary benefits paid to
eligible veterans by the federal government attributable to the
assistance of county veterans service officers and the basisfor that
determination.

(2) Theamount paid to each county, including the amounts paid
to each county for each category of workload unit included in the
allocation formula.

(3) An evaluation as to each county’s use of subvention funds,
including recommendations for improvement of each county’s use
of subvention funds.

(c) The department shall, on or before October 1 of each year,
prepare and transmit its determination for the preceding fiscal
year to the Department of Finance and the Legislature. The
Department of Finance shall review the department’s
determination in time to use the information in the annual Budget
Act for the budget of the department for the next fiscal year. The
department may combine this report with the report required by
Section 974.

(d) For the purposes of this section, “ workload unit” means a
specific claim activity that is used to allocate subvention fundsto
counties, which is approved by the department, and performed by
county veterans service officers.

(e) Itistheintent of the Legislature that the department revise
the allocation formula pursuant to this section on aregular basis
to adjust for changesin veteran demographics and veteran needs.
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