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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 243

Introduced by Assembly Member Wood
(Coauthors: Assembly M embers Rendon and Williams)

February 5, 2015

to—the—Water—Code, relating to medicaJ, marijuana,—making—an
appropriationtherefor; and declaring the urgency thereof, to take effect
immediately.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 243, as amended, Wood. M edica—marijuana—eultivation:

marijuana.

Existing law, the Compassionate Use Act of 1996, an initiative
measure enacted by the approval of Proposition 215 at the November
5, 1996, statewide general election, authorizes the use and cultivation
of marijuana for medical purposes. Existing law makes it a crime to
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AB 243 —2—

plant, cultivate, harvest, dry, or process marijuana, except as otherwise
authorized by law. Under existing law, qualified patients, persons with
valid identification cards, and the designated primary caregivers of
qualified patients and persons with identification cards, who associate
inorder collectively and cooperatively to cultivate marijuanafor medical
purposes, are not subject to criminal sanctions solely on the basis of
that fact.

This bill, contingent on the enactment of AB 266 and SB 643, would
state the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation that would
establish a dedicated funding source to address environmental damages
resulting fromillegal cannabis cultivation.
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(4)—This

This bill would declare that it is to take effect immediately as an
urgency statute.

Vote: %;. Appropriation: yesno. Fiscal committee: ¥es-no.
State-mandated local program: yes-no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:
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— 15— AB 243

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to enact
legidlation that would establish a dedicated funding source to
address environmental damages resulting from illegal cannabis
cultivation.

SEC. 2. This measure shall become operative only if both
Assembly Bill 266 and Senate Bill 643 of the 2015-16 Regular
Session are enacted and become operative.

SEC6:

SEC. 3. This act is an urgency statute necessary for the
immediate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety within
the meaning of Article IV of the Constitution and shall go into
immediate effect. The facts constituting the necessity are:

In order to address the damage done by illegal marijuana
cultivation at the earliest time possible, it is necessary that this act
take effect immediately.
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