AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 12, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 245

Introduced by Assembly Member Lackey

February 9, 2015

An act to amend-Seetion-140626 Sections 18544 and 18545 of the
Elections Code, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 245, as amended, L ackey. Califerntaoting-RightsAetof- 2001

Elections: penal provisions.

Existing law prohibits a person in possession of a firearm, uniformed
peace officer, private guard, or security personnel from being stationed
or posted at a polling place without written authorization of the
appropriate elections official. Violation of this provision is punishable
by a fine not exceeding $10,000, imprisonment in the state prison for
16 months or 2 or 3 years, or in a county jail for not more than one
year, or by both fine and imprisonment.

Existing law prohibits the hiring of or arranging for a person in
possession of a firearm, uniformed peace officer, private guard, or
security personnel to be stationed or posted at a polling place without
written authorization of the appropriate elections official. Violation of
this provision is punishable by a fine not exceeding $10,000,
imprisonment in the state prison for 16 monthsor 2 or 3 years, or ina
county jail for not more than one year, or by both fine and imprisonment.

This bill would increase the maximum fine for those offenses to
$16,000 and require that the fine amount be adjusted annually by any
annual increasein the California Consumer Price Index, as described.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 18544 of the Elections Code is amended
2 toread:
3 18544. (a) Any-Itisunlawful for a person in possession of a
4 firearm—er—any—, a uniformed peace officer, private guard, or
5 security-persennel person or any person who iswearing auniform
6 of apeace officer, guard, or security-persennel person,“whe+s to
7 be stationed in the immediate vicinity of, or posted at, a polling
8 placewithout written authorization of the appropriate city or county
9 €lections official. Violation of this section is punishable by afine
10 not exceeding-ten sixteen thousand dollars{$16,600) ($16,000),
11 by imprisonment pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of
12 thePenal Codefor 16 months or two or three years, or in a county
13 jail not exceeding oneyear, or by both that fine and imprisonment.
14 Thefineamount shall be adjusted annually by any annual increase
15 inthe California Consumer Price Index, as determined pursuant
16 to Section 2212 of the Revenue and Taxation Code.
17 (b) This section-shal does not apply to-any-ef the following:
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(1) Anunarmed uniformed guard or security-persennel person
who is at the polling place to cast his or her vote.

(2) A peace officer who is conducting official businessin the
course of his or her public employment or who is at the polling
place to cast his or her vote.

(3 A private guard or security—personnel person hired or
arranged for by acity or county elections official.

(4) A private guard or security—personnel person hired or
arranged for by the owner or manager of the facility or property
in which the polling place is located if the guard or security
persennel person is not hired or arranged solely for the day on
which an election is held.

SEC. 2. Section 18545 of the Elections Code is amended to
read:

18545. Any-person-who-hires-or-arranges-for-any-otherlt is
unlawful for a personto hireor arrange for a person in possession
of afirearm-er-any, a uniformed peace officer, private guard, or
security-persennel person or any person who iswearing auniform
of a peace officer, guard, or security—persennel person, to be
stationed in theimmediate vicinity of, or posted at, apolling place
without written authorization of the appropriate el ections official.
Violation of this section is punishable by a fine not exceedingten
sixteen thousand dollars<{$16,600) ($16,000), by imprisonment
pursuant to subdivision (h) of Section 1170 of the Penal Code for
16 months or two or three years, or in acounty jail not exceeding
one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment. The fine amount
shall be adjusted annually by any annual increase in the California
Consumer Price Index, as determined pursuant to Section 2212
of the Revenue and Taxation Code. This section-shalt does not
apply to the owner or manager of the facility or property in which
the polling placeislocated if the private guard or security-personnel
person is not hired or arranged solely for the day on which the
electionisheld.
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