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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 285

Introduced by Assembly Member Gallagher

February 11, 2015

An act to amend Sections6 : : :
6407 and 6408 of the Business and Prof ons Code reI atl ng to Iegal
assistants.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 285, asamended Gallagher Legal assstants
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(1) Existing law defines and regul atesthe activities of legal document
assistants and unlawful detainer assistants, asthose terms are defined,
including requiring a legal document assistant or unlawful detainer
assistant to be registered, as specified. Existing law provides for the
renewal of registration under these provisions and requires the county
clerk to assign the same registration number to a legal document
assistant or an unlawful detainer assistant renewing hisor her registration
provided that there is no lapse in the period of registration.

This bill would instead require the county clerk to assign the same
registration number regardless of whether the period of registration has
lapsed.

By changing the process by which county clerks renew registration
of legal document assistants and unlawful detainer assistants, this bill
would impose a state-mandated local program.

4

(2) Existing law requires a registered legal document assistant or
unlawful detainer assistant to include his or her name, business address,
telephone number, registration number, expiration date of the
registration, and county of registration in any solicitation or
advertisement, and on any papers or documents prepared or used by
the registrant. A V|olat|on of this reqw rement |s amlsdemeanor
This bill woul adld ’

uﬁlehv#ul—detame%staﬁt—'Fhe-be—wemd del ete the requi rement that
the expiration date of the registration appear on-these-materials any
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papersor documents prepared or used by theregistrant. The bill would
also require the legal document assistant or unlawful detainer assistant
to include his or her name, business address, telephone number,
registration number, expiration date of the registration, and county of
registration on a written contract for services required to be provided
to achent: client, on any Internet Web site maintained by the registrant,
and in any solicitation, advertisement, document, or correspondence
prepared or used by the registrant in electronic form.

By changing the scope of a crime, this bill would impose a
state-mandated local program.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that with regard to certain mandates no
reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.

With regard to any other mandates, thisbill would provide that, if the
Commission on State Mandates determines that the bill contains costs
so mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made
pursuant to the statutory provisions noted above.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

OCO~NOOUITA,WNE
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SEC+

SECTION 1. Section 6407 of the Business and Professions
Code is amended to read:

6407. (@) The county clerk shall maintain a register of legal
document assistants, and aregister of unlawful detainer assistants,
assign a unique number to each legal document assistant, or
unlawful detainer assistant, and issue an identification card to each
one. Upon renewa of registration, the same number shall be
assigned.
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(b) Theidentification card shall be a card not less than 3%, by
2 inches, and shall contain at the top, the title “Legal Document
Assistant” or “Unlawful Detainer Assistant,” as appropriate,
followed by the registrant’s name, address, registration number,
date of expiration, and county of registration. It shall also contain
a photograph of the registrant in the lower left corner. The
identification card for a partnership or corporation registration
shall be issued in the name of the partnership or corporation, and
shall not contain a photograph. The front of the card, above the
title, shall also contain the following statement in 12-point boldface
type: “This person is not a lawyer.” The front of the card, at the
bottom, shall also contain the following statement in 12-point
boldface type: “The county clerk has not evaluated this person’s
knowledge, experience, or services.”

SECS:

SEC. 2. Section 6408 of the Business and Professions Codeis
amended to read:

6408. The registrant’'s name, business address, telephone
number, registration number, and county of registration shall appear
in any solicitation or advertisement,Haternret-Web-site; and on any
printed papers or documents prepared or used by the registrant,
including, but not limited to, contracts, letterhead, business cards,
correspondence, documents, forms, claims, petitions, checks,
receipts, and pleadings. The registrant’s name, business address,
telephone number, registration number, expiration date of the
registration, and county of registration shall appear on the written
contract required to be provided to a client pursuant to Section
6410 6410, aswell ason any Internet WWeb site maintained by the
registrant, and in any solicitation, advertisement, document, or
correspondence prepared or used by the registrant in electronic
form.

SECO:

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article X111 B of the CaliforniaConstitution for certain
costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district
because, in that regard, this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminatesacrimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty for acrime
or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the
Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the

97



AB 285 —12—

~NOoO O WNE

meaning of Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California
Constitution.

However, if the Commission on State M andates determines that
thisact contains other costs mandated by the state, reimbursement
tolocal agencies and school districtsfor those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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