AMENDED IN SENATE FEBRUARY 29, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JANUARY 4, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 350

Introduced by Assembly Member Algo

February 17, 2015

to add Section 34887 to the Government Code, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 350, as amended, Algo. CaliforniaVoting Rights Act of-200%-
2001.: district-based municipal elections.

Existing law, the California Voting Rights Act of 2001 (CVRA),
prohibits the use of an at-large election in a political subdivision if it
would impair the ability of a protected class, as defined, to elect
candidates of its choice or otherwise influence the outcome of an
election. The CVRA provides that a voter who is a member of a
protected class may bring an action in superior court to enforce the
prowsuonsof theCVRA and, |fthevoter prevajlsmthecaseheerhe
he the

CVRA reqw r&eathe court toi mpl ement approprl ate remedl €S, ncI uding
the imposition of district-based elections, that are tailored to remedy a
viol a_ti on_of the act.
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If a court imposes district-based elections in a political subdivision
and the members of the governing body of that political subdivision
will beelected intheir districts at different timesto provide for staggered
terms of office, thisbill would require the districtsthat have the largest
populations of members of the protected class to elect their governing
board members at the first election under the district-based election
system.

Existing law generally requires all elective city offices, including the
members of a city council, to befilled at large by the city electorate at
a general municipal election. Existing law, at any municipal election
or special election held for this purpose, authorizesthe legidlative body
of a city to submit to the registered voters an ordinance providing for
the election of members of the legidative body by district or from
district, asdefined, and with or without an elective mayor. Existing law
also authorizes the legislative body of a city with a population of fewer
than 100,000 people to adopt an ordinance that requires the members
of the legidlative body to be elected by district or by district with an
elective mayor without being required to submit the ordinance to the
voters for approval.

If, during the implementation of by district or fromdistrict elections,
the members of the legidlative body will be elected in their districts at
different times to provide for staggered terms of office, this bill would
prohibit a city from selecting district election dates for the purpose of,
or in a manner that will have the effect of, impairing the ability of a
protected classto elect candidates of its choice or itsability to influence
the outcome of an election, as a result of the abridgment of the rights
of voters who are members of the protected class.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 14029 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

14029. (a) Upon afinding of a violation of Section 14027
and Section 14028, the court shall implement appropriate remedies,
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including theimposition of district-based elections, that aretailored
to remedy the violation.

(b) If a court imposes district-based elections in a political
subdivision pursuant to subdivision (a), and if the members of the
governing body of the political subdivision will be elected in their
districts at different times to provide for staggered terms of office,
the districts that have the largest populations of members of the
protected class shall elect their governing board members at the
first election under the district-based election system.

SEC. 2. Section 34887 isadded to the Elections Code, to read:

34887. If, during the implementation of by district or from
district elections pursuant to this article, the members of the
legislative body will be elected in their districts at different times
to provide for staggered terms of office, a city shall not select
district election dates for the purpose of, or in a manner that will
have the effect of, impairing the ability of a protected class, as
defined in Section 14026 of the Elections Code, to el ect candidates
of its choice or its ability to influence the outcome of an election,
as a result of the abridgment of the rights of voters who are
member s of the protected class.
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