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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 350

Introduced by Assembly Member Algo

February 17, 2015

An act to amend Section-14629 10010 of the Elections Cedeandto
add-Seetion-34887te-the-Gevernment Code, relating to elections.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 350, as amended, Algo. eaI#eFﬁraJo‘eHHg—RrghtsAet—ef—zeei—

distriet-based-muntetpal-elections-District-based municipal elections:
preapproval hearings.

Existing law providesfor political subdivisionsthat encompassareas
of representation within the state. With respect to these areas, public
officials are generally elected by all of the voters of the political
subdivision (at-large) or by districts formed within the political
subdivision (district-based). Existing law requires a political
subdivision, as defined, that changes from an at-large method of election
to a district-based election to hold at least 2 public hearings on a
proposal to establish thedistrict boundaries of the political subdivision
before a public hearing at which the governing body of the political
subdivision votes to approve or defeat the proposal.

This bill would instead require a political subdivision that changes
to, or establishes, district-based electionsto hold public hearings before
and after drawing a preliminary map or maps of the proposed district
boundaries, as specified.
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Because the bill would impose additional duties on local agencies,
this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisions establish procedures for making that
reimbur sement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

istirg et it : - : f )

96



Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: ne-yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 10010 of the Elections Code is amended
to read:

10010. (@) A poalitical subdivisionthat changesfrom an at-large
method of election to a district-based-election election, or that

%tabllshes dlstrlct based electlons shall—hekd—at—reast—twe—pubhe

do all of the foI lowing before apublic
hearing at which the governing body of the political subdivision
votes to approve or defeat-the-propesal a proposal to establish
the district boundaries of the political subdivision:

(1) Before drawing a draft map or maps of the proposed
boundaries of the districts, the political subdivision shall hold at
least two public hearings over a period of no more than thirty
days, at which the public isinvited to provide input regarding the
composition of the districts.

(2) After all draft maps are drawn, the political subdivision
shall release at least one draft map and, if members of the
governing body of a political subdivision will be elected in their
districts at different timesto provide for staggered terms of office,
the potential sequence of the elections. The political subdivision
shall also hold at least two additional hearings over a period of
no more than 45 days, at which the public is invited to provide
input regarding the content of the draft map or maps and the
proposed sequence of elections, if applicable.

(b) In determining the final sequence of the district elections
conducted in a political subdivision in which members of the
governing body will be elected at different times to provide for
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staggered terms of office, the governing body shall give special
consideration to the purposes of the California Voting Rights Act
of 2001 (Chapter 1.5 (commencing with Section 14025) of Division
14 of the Elections Code), and it shall take into account the
preferences expressed by members of the districts.

(c) Thissection appliesto, but isnot limited to, a proposal that
isrequired dueto acourt-imposed change from an at-large method
of election to a district-based election.

(d) For purposes of this section, the following terms have the
following meanings:

(1) “At-large method of election” has the same meaning as set
forth in subdivision (a) of Section 14026.

(2) “District-based election” has the same meaning as set forth
in subdivision (b) of Section 14026.

(3) “Poalitical subdivision” has the same meaning as set forth in
subdivision (c) of Section 14026.

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates deter mines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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