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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 453

Introduced by Assembly Member Bigelow

February 23, 2015

An act to amend Section-3552 10730.2 of the Water Code, relating
to groundwater.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 453, as amended, Bigelow. Groundwater management.

Existing law, the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, requires
all groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins
by the Department of Water Resources that are designated as basins
subject to critical conditions of overdraft to be managed under a
groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated groundwater
sustainability plans by January 31, 2020, and requires all other
groundwater basins designated as high- or medium-priority basins to
be managed under a groundwater sustainability plan or coordinated
groundwater sustainability plans by January 31, 2022, except as
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Existing law requires a groundwater management plan to contain
specified components and sets certain requirements on a local agency
seeking state funds administered by the department for groundwater
projectsor groundwater quality projects. Existing law authorizes, until
a groundwater sustainability plan isadopted, alocal agency to impose
fees for the purposes of groundwater management as long as a
groundwater management plan adopted before January 1, 2015, isin
effect for the basin.

This bill would authorize, until a groundwater sustainability plan is
adopted, a local agency that has adopted a groundwater management
plan to impose fees on the extraction of groundwater from the basin to
fund costs of groundwater management and to collect groundwater
extraction information, as long as a groundwater management plan
adopted before January 1, 2015, isin effect. This bill would require a
local agency to specify in an ordinance or resolution imposing afee on
the extraction of groundwater fromthe basin that the fee does not apply
to any period after adoption of a groundwater sustainability plan.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yesno.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 10730.2 of the Water Code is amended
to read:

10730.2. (a) A groundwater sustainability agency that adopts
agroundwater sustainability plan pursuant to this part may impose
fees on the extraction of groundwater from the basin to fund costs
of groundwater management, including, but not limited to, the
costs of the following:
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(1) Administration, operation, and maintenance, including a
prudent reserve.

(2) Acquisition of landsor other property, facilities, and services.

(3) Supply, production, treatment, or distribution of water.

(4) Other activities necessary or convenient to implement the
plan.

(b) Until agroundwater sustainability plan isadopted pursuant
to this part, a local agency that has adopted a groundwater
management plan pursuant to Part 2.75 (commencing with Section
10750) may impose fees pursuant to subdivision (a) in accordance

with the procedures provided in this-seetien-for-the-purpeses-of
Part-275-(eemmeneng-with-Seetion—10756) chapter, and may

collect groundwater extraction information, asprovided in Sections
10725.6 and 10725.8, aslong as a groundwater management plan
adopted before January 1, 2015, is in-effectforthe-basin. effect.
Alocal agency shall specify in an ordinance or resolution imposing
a fee pursuant to this subdivision that the fee does not apply to
any period after adoption of a groundwater sustainability plan.

(c) Fees imposed pursuant to this section shall be adopted in
accordance with subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 6 of Article
X111 D of the California Constitution.

(d) Feesimposed pursuant to this section may include fixed fees
and fees charged on a volumetric basis, including, but not limited
to, feesthat increase based on the quantity of groundwater produced
annualy, the year in which the production of groundwater
commenced from a groundwater extraction facility, and impacts
to the basin.

(e) The power granted by this section is in addition to any
powers a groundwater sustainability agency has under any other
law.

95



95



