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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 615

Introduced by Assembly Member Rendon

February 24, 2015

An act to amend Section 189-ef—and-to-add-Section189-5t6; of the
Water Code, relating to water.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 615, asamended, Rendon. Office of Sustainable Water Solutions;
techr_lical assistance.

EX|st| ng law eﬂabllshes the Off| ce of Sustal nable Water Sol utlons
within the State Water Resources Control Board with the purpose of
promoting permanent and sustainable drinking water and wastewater
treatment solutions to ensure the effective and efficient provision of
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safe, clean, affordable, and reliable drinking water and wastewater
treatment services. Existing law authorizes the office to take certain
actionsto further this purpose, including providing technical assistance
to disadvantaged communities and small drinking water systems and
wastewater systems.

Thishill Woul d specify the types of technlcal asssxance services that

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 189 of the Water Code is amended to

2 read:

3 189. (@) Thereishereby established the Office of Sustainable

4 Water Solutionswithin the state board, which may be administered

5 by the state board as a separate organizational unit or within the

6 state board’s divisions or offices.

7 (b) The purpose of the office is to promote permanent and

8 sustainable drinking water and wastewater treatment solutions to

9 ensure the effective and efficient provision of safe, clean,
10 affordable, and reliable drinking water and wastewater treatment
11 services. In furtherance of this purpose, the office may take, but
12 isnot limited to, al of the following actions:
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(1) Coordinating with and providing assistance to small drinking
water systems, wastewater treatment systems, and disadvantaged
communities without drinking water or wastewater treatment
systems.

(2) Promoting and facilitating regional drinking water and
wastewater projects.

(3) Promoting and facilitating regional solutions, including
consolidation of existing water districts, expansion of existing
water districts to serve communities unserved by public water
systems and wastewater treatment systems, and extension of
services to underserved communities and disadvantaged
communities.

(4) Advancing the delivery of affordable, safe drinking water
to disadvantaged communities throughout the state.

(5) Providing technical assistanceto disadvantaged communities
and small drinking water systems and wastewater systems.
Technical assistance services include, but are not limited to, the
following:

(A) Grant application assistance.

(B) Project development and management support.

(C) Engineering services.

(D) Financial management review and support.

(E) Environmental review.

(F) Operations and management review and support.

(G) Legal assistance.

(H) Certification and training of wastewater treatment plant
operators.

(I) Facilitation of discussionswithin and between communities.

(J) Outreach and education in vulnerable communities.

(K) Income surveys and other assessments needed to qualify
for funding programs.
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