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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 626

Introduced by Assembly Member Low
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Roger Hernandez)
(Coauthor: Assembly Member Dababneh)

February 24, 2015

An act to amend Section 87482.6 of the Education Code, relating to
community colleges.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 626, as amended, Low. Community colleges: employees.

{H-Existing

Existing law establishes the California Community Colleges under
the administration of the Board of Governors of the California
Community Colleges. Existing law establishes community college
districts, which provide instruction to students at campuses throughout
the state.

Existing law provides that, until specified statutory provisions are
implemented regarding program-based funding, community college
districts that have less than 75% of their hours of credit instruction
taught by full-time instructors shall apply a portion of their program
improvement allocations toward reaching that 75% standard, as
specified. Existing law requires the board of governors to adopt
regulations for the effective administration of the law concerning the
appropriate percentage of hoursof credit instruction taught by full-time
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instructors. Existing law requires the Chancellor of the California
Community Colleges to compute the number of full-time faculty
required to be secured using program improvement allocations, as
specified, to determine the extent to which each community college
district has hired that number of full-timefaculty, and, to the extent that
the cumulative number of full-time faculty have not been retained, to
reduce the district’s base budget for 1991-92 and subsequent fiscal

This bill would require the office of the Chancellor of the California
Community Colleges to convene a group of stakeholders on or before
July 1, 2016, and every 4 year s thereafter, to devel op recommendations
on funding strategies to enable the community colleges to achieve the
75% standard and increase district participation in the support of
part-timefaculty. The bill would require the chancellor’s office to report
these recommendations to the Legidlature, as specified.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yesno.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. The Legidature finds and declares all of the
following:

(&) In 1988, the Education Code was amended to read that “the
Legislature wishes to recognize and make efforts to address
longstanding policy of the board of governors that at least 75
percent of the hours of credit instruction in the California
Community Colleges, as a system, should be taught by full-time
instructors.”

(b) The expectationsfor full-time faculty go beyond classroom
instruction to include, among other full-service activities, al of
the following: developing and evaluating academic programs,
holding office hours and participating in meetings after classes,
student advising; participation in institutional governance; and
accreditation-related responsibilities such as the assessment of
departmental and student learning outcomes, curriculum
development, and preparing institutional self-studies.

(c) In 2014, the percentage of credit courses taught by full-time
faculty in the system was only 56.14 percent.

(d) TheLegidature acknowledged the commitment of the Board
of Governors of the California Community Colleges, through its
regular budget process, to evaluate resource needs and seek funding
for essential educational priorities that contribute to student
success. These priorities include, but are not necessarily limited
to, the hiring of more full-time faculty and increasing support for
part-time faculty.

(e) Inthe Seymour-Campbell Student SuccessAct of 2012, the
Legidature acknowledged the importance of counselors, who,
along with librarians, are considered to be faculty for purposes of
the 75-percent goal.

(f) Students enrolled in noncredit education are most often
deprived of the benefit of working with full-time faculty, as
statewide goalsrelating to theratio of full-timeto part-time faculty
have yet to be developed with respect to noncredit courses.

SEC. 2. Section 87482.6 of the Education Code is amended to
read:

87482.6. (@) Until the provisions of Section-84#50 84750.5
regarding program-based funding are implemented by a standard
adopted by the board of governorsthat establishes the appropriate
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percentage of hours of credit instruction that should be taught by
full-timeinstructors, the L egislature wishesto recognize and make
efforts to address longstanding policy of the board of governors
that at least 75 percent of the hours of credit instruction in the
California Community Colleges, as a system, should be taught by
full-time instructors. To this end, community college districts
whieh that have less than 75 percent of their hours of credit
instruction taught by full-time instructors shall apply a portion of
the program improvement all ocation received pursuant to Section
84755 asfollows:

(1) Districtswhieh; that, in the prior fiscal year, had between
67 percent and 75 percent of their hours of credit instruction taught
by full-time instructors shall apply up to 33 percent of-their
programimprevement this allocation as necessary to reach the#5
pereent 75-percent standard. If adistrict in this category chooses
instead not to improve its percentage, the board of governors shall
withhold 33 percent of-the-distriets-program-tmprovement this
allocation.

(2) Districtswhieh; that, in the prior fiscal year, had less than
67 percent of their hours of credit instruction taught by full-time

instructors shall apply up to 40 percent of—thelr—program

Hmprovement this allocation as necessary to reach the-#/5-pereent
75-percent standard. If adistrict in this category chooses instead

not to improveits percentage, the board of governors shall withhold

40 percent of-the-distriet's-program-Hmproevement this allocation.
Distrietswhieh

(3) Districtsthat maintain 75 percent or more of their hours of
credit instruction taught by full-time instructors shall otherwise
befreeto usetheir program improvement allocation for any of the
purposes specified in Section 84755.

(b) The board of governors shall adopt regulations for the
effective administration of this section. Unless and until amended
by the board of governors, the regulations shall provide asfollows:

(1) In computing the percentage of hours of credit instruction
taught by full-time instructors, the hours of overload teaching by
full-time instructors shall be excluded from both the total hours
of credit instruction taught by full-time and part-time instructors
and the total hours of instruction taught by full-time instructors.

(2) A full-time instructor shall be defined as any regular and
contract faculty member teaching credit instruction.
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(3) (A) The chancellor shal compute and report to each
community college district the number of full-time faculty (FTF)
which are to be secured through the use of the prescribed portion
of program improvement revenue allocated to each district. This
computation shall be made by dividing the applicable portion of
program improvement revenue (O percent, 33 percent, or 40 percent
of the program improvement allocation), by the statewide average
“replacement cost” (afigurewhich representsthe statewide average
faculty salary plus benefits, minus the statewide average hourly
rate of compensation for part-time instructors times the statewide
average full-time teaching load). If the quotient is not a whole
number, then the quotient shall be rounded down to the nearest
whole number. If this quotient, once applied, will result in the
district exceeding the—7?5—pereent 75-percent standard, the
chancellor shall further reduce the quotient to awhole number that
will leave the district as close as possible to, but in excess of, the

#5pereent 75-percent standard.

By
(B) By March-35th 15 of each year, the chancellor shall report

to each district an estimate of the number of FTF to be secured
based upon the appropriation of revenues contained in the annual
Budget Bill.

(4) On or before December 31, 1991, the chancellor shall
determine the extent to which each district, by September 30, 1991,
has hired the number of FTF determined pursuant to paragraph
(3) for the 198990 and 1990-91 fiscal years. To the extent that
the cumulative number of FTF have not been retained, the
chancellor shall reduce the district’s base budget for 1991-92 and
subsequent fiscal years by an amount equivalent to the average
replacement cost times the deficiency in the number of FTF.

(c) The office of the Chancellor of the California Community
Colleges shall convene a group of stakeholders, which shall include
faculty and students, on or before July 1, 2016, and every four
yearsthereafter, to devel op recommendations on funding strategies
to enable the community colleges to achieve the 75-percent
standard and increase the participation of districtsin the support
of part-time faculty, including, but not limited to, support of
part-time faculty office hours. The office of the chancellor shall
report the recommendations devel oped by the stakeholder group
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to the Legislature, as provided in Section 9795 of the Government
Code, on or beforeMarch 1, 2017, and every four yearsthereafter.

SEC. 3. Itistheintent of the Legislature that the office of the
Chancellor of the California Community Colleges work together
with the Academic Senate for California Community Collegesand
other relevant entitiesto devel op goalsfor the full-timeto part-time
faculty ratio in noncredit education.
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