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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 743

Introduced by Assembly Member Eggman
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Cristina Gar cia and Gonzalez)

February 25, 2015

An act to amend Sections31256-8—41322-871132522 11326523
and—13274 11250.8 and 11325.23 of the Welfare and Institutions
Code, relating to CalWORKSs.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 743, as amended, Eggman. CaAWORKSs:. €dligibility: work
activities.

Existing law establishes the California Work Opportunity and
Responsibility to Kids (CalWORK ) program, under which each county
provides cash assistance and other benefits to qualified low-income
families using federal, state, and county funds. Existing law imposes
limits on the amount of income and personal and real property an
individual or family may possessin order to be eligiblefor Cd WORK's
ad.

This bill would exempt from consideration as income or property,
for purposes of determining eligibility or available income or property,
education, training, vocation, or rehabilitation benefits provided through
the United States Department of Veterans Affairs for active duty
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personnel or veterans, and dependents or spouses of those who either
died in the line of duty or have a service-connected disability. By
expanding digibility for Ca WORKs, which isadministered by counties,
this bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

Existing law requires a recipient of CAdWORKS to participate in
welfare-to-work activities as a condition of eligibility. Under existing
law, a person may meet his or her welfare-to-work requirements by

takr ng part in aself |n|t| ated educatr onor trai nrng—pregramrt—hearushe

that—tead—taempteymeﬂt— program Under that program |f arecipi ent
does not compl ete a specified number of hours of classroom, laboratory,
or internship activities, the county human services agency is required
to have the recipient participate in concurrent work activities, as
specified. Existing law prohibits a program offered by a private
postsecondary training provider frombeing approved for these purposes
unless the program s either approved or exempted by the appropriate
state regulatory agency and the programisin compliancewith all other
laws.
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This bill would authorize study time to be included in the number of

hours a recipient may complete before he or she is required to
participate in concurrent work activities. This bill would additionally
prohibit a program offered by a private college from being approved
if the program is not approved or exempted by the appropriate state
regulatory agency or is not in compliance with all other laws.

Existing law continuously appropriates moneys from the General
Fund to defray aportion of county costs under the CalWORK s program.

This bill would instead provide that the continuous appropriation
would not be made for purposes of implementing the hill.

The Cdlifornia Congtitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Thisact shall be known, and may be cited, asthe
2 CaWORKs Sdf-Sufficiency through Education and Gl Bill
3 Exemption Act of 2015.

4 SEC. 2. Section 11250.8 of the Welfare and Institutions Code
5 isamended to read:

6 11250.8. (a) If an applicant for, or recipient of, benefits
7 pursuant to this chapter receives one or more educational |oans or
8 grants, for purposes of determining availability of income, that
9 person’'s educational expenses shall not be applied to any
10 educational loans or grants that, under federal or state law, are
11 totally exempt from consideration as income for purposes of
12 determining eligibility for benefits under this chapter.
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(b) Education, training, vocation, or rehabilitation benefits, and
related allowances provided through the United States Department
of Veterans Affairs for active duty personnel or veterans, and
dependents or spouses of those who either died in the line of duty
or have aservice-connected disability, shall betotally exempt from
consideration as income or property for purposes of determining
eligibility or available income or property for purposes of this
chapter.
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SEC. 3. Section 11325.23 of the Welfare and I nstitutions Code
isamended to read:

11325.23. (@) (1) Except as provided in paragraph (2), any
student who, at the time he or she isrequired to participate under
this article pursuant to Section 11320.3, is enrolled in any
undergraduate degree or certificate program that leads to
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employment may continue in that program if he or she is making
satisfactory progress in that program, the county determines that
continuing in the program is likely to lead to self-supporting
employment for that recipient, and the welfare-to-work plan reflects
that determination.

(2) Any individual who possesses a baccal aureate degree shall
not be eligibleto participate under this section unlesstheindividual
is pursuing a California regular classroom teaching credential in
a college or university with an approved teacher credential
preparation program.

(3) (A) Subject to the limitation provided in subdivision (f), a
program shall be determined to lead to employment if it ison a
list of programsthat the county-welfare-department human services
agency and local education agencies or providers agree lead to
employment. Thelist shall be agreed to annually, with thefirst list
completed no later than January 31, 1998. By January 1, 2000, all
educational providers shall report data regarding programs on the
list for the purposes of the report card established under former
Section 15037.1 of the Unemployment Insurance Code for the
programsto remain on the list.

(B) For students not in a program on the list prepared under
subparagraph (A), the county shall determineif the program leads
to employment. The recipient shall be alowed to continue in the
program if the recipient demonstrates to the county that the
program will lead to self-supporting employment for that recipient
and the documentation is included in the welfare-to-work plan.

(C) If participation in educational or vocational training, as
determined by the number of hours required for classroom,
laboratory,-er internship activities, or study time, isnot at least 30
hours, or if subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a)
of Section 11322.8 applies, 20 hours, the county shall require
concurrent participation in work activities pursuant to subdivisions
(@) to (j), inclusive, of Section 11322.6 and Section 11325.22.

(b) Participation in the self-initiated education or vocational
training program shall be reflected in the welfare-to-work plan
required by Section 11325.21. The welfare-to-work plan shall
provide that whenever anindividual ceasesto participatein, refuses
to attend regularly, or does not maintain satisfactory progress in
the self-initiated program, the individual shall participate under
this article in accordance with Section 11325.22.
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(c) Any person whose previously approved self-initiated
education or training program isinterrupted for reasons that meet
the good cause criteria specified in subdivision (f) of Section
11320.3 may resume participation in the same program if the
participant maintained good standing in the program while
participating and the self-initiated program continues to meet the
approval criteria

(d) Supportive services reimbursement shall be provided for
any participant in a self-initiated training or education program
approved under this subdivision. This reimbursement shall be
provided if no other source of funding for those costsis available.
Any offset to supportive services payments shall be made in
accordance with subdivision (e) of Section 11323.4.

() Any student who, at the time he or she is required to
participate under thisarticle pursuant to Section 11320.3, has been
enrolled and is making satisfactory progress in a degree or
certificate program, but does not meet the criteria set forth in
subdivision (@), shall have until the beginning of the next
educational semester or quarter break to continue his or her
educational program if he or she continues to make satisfactory
progress. At the time the educational break occurs, the individual
isrequired to participate pursuant to Section 11320.1. A recipient
not expected to complete the program by the next break may
continue his or her education, provided he or she transfers at the
end of the current quarter or semester to a program that qualifies
under that subdivision, the county determines that participation is
likely to lead to self-supporting employment of the recipient, and
the welfare-to-work plan reflects that determination.

(f) Any degree, certificate, or vocational program offered by a
private postsecondary training provider or private college shall
not be approved under this section unless the program is either
approved or exempted by the appropriate state regulatory agency
and the program isin compliance with all other-previsiensof-tan:
laws.

SEC+

SEC. 4. No appropriation pursuant to Section 15200 of the
Welfare and Institutions Code shall be made for purposes of
implementing this act.

SEC. 5. Notwithstanding the rulemaking provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with
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Section 11340) of Part 1 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the Government
Code), until regulations are adopted, the State Department of
Social Services shall implement this act through all-county letters
or similar instructions issued no later than July 1, 2016. The
department shall adopt regulations implementing this section on
or before July 1, 2017.

SECS:

SEC. 6. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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