AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 22, 2015
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 26, 2015

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 803

Introduced by Assembly Member Hadley

February 26, 2015

An act to add Section3572++ 35700.2 to the Education Code,and
Section-21080-18:5-to-the-Public Resourees-Code; relating to school
districts.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 803, as amended, Hadley. School districts.—+eerganization:
reorganization: formation of new school districts.

(1) Existing law—specties—a—process establishes procedural
requwements for the—uﬂmeaﬂen—ef reorganlzatlon of school districts.
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EX|st| ng Iaw prow des
that an action to reorganize one or more school digtricts may beinitiated
upon the filing of a petition with the county superintendent of schools
by a specified percentage or number of registered votersresiding within
the territory proposed to be reorganized, by the owner of the property
if the territory is uninhabited, or by a majority of the members of the
governing boards of each school district that would be affected by the
proposed reorganization.

Notwithstanding those provisions, this bill woul d-ereate-a-Separate
proeedurefortnhabitedterritory-transfers establish separate procedural
requirements for an action to form a new school district within the
boundaries of asingle school districtferthefermation-of-anenw-school
distriet within a single county. The bill would authorize-atranster an
actionto beinitiated by apetition signed by at least 10% of the number
of qualified electors who voted in the last gubernatorial election and
who reside within the boundaries of the proposed school district, or by
resolution of alocal agency, as defined, approved by a mgjority of its
members. Upon receipt of a petition or resolution proposal, the bill
would require the county board of education to hold a public hearing,
as specified. If a petition or proposal is granted, the bill would require
the county superintendent of schools to call an election of registered
voterswithin the boundaries of the proposed school district, as specified.
By imposing additional duties on county boards of education and county
superintendents of schools, the bill would impose a state-mandated
local program
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(2) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section35723-+35700.2 isadded to the Education
Code, to read:

35724+

35700.2. (a) Notwithstanding any other law, the following

provisions apply to-trhabited-territory-transfers an action to form
a new school district within the boundaries of a single school
district-fer-theformation-of-a-new-scheeol-distriet within asingle
county:

(1) The—transfer action may be initiated by either of the
following:

CQOWWO~NOOUIRWNE
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(A) A petition signed by at least 10 percent of the number of
qualified electors who voted in the last gubernatorial election and
who reside within the boundaries of theterritery proposedte-be
transferred: school district. The petition shall identify personswho
will represent the proposed school district in public hearings.

(B) A resolution of alocal agency approved by a mgority of
its members. The local agency shall also appoint persons to
represent the proposed school district in public hearings by a
resolution.

(2) Upon receipt of a petition specified in subparagraph (A) of
paragraph (1), the county board of education shall hold a public
hearing on the petition at aregular or special meeting. Following
the hearing, the county board of education shall grant or deny the
petition.

(3) Upon receipt of aresolution specified in subparagraph (B)
of paragraph (1), the county board of education and the local
agency that initiated the-transfer proposal to form a new school
district shall jointly hold a public hearing on-the-transter that
proposal at aregular or special meeting. Following the hearing,
the county board of education and the local agency that initiated
thetranster proposal shall jointly grant or deny thetransfer proposal
by amagjority vote of all members.

(4) If apetition or proposal isgranted, the county superintendent
of schools shall call an election of registered voters within the
boundaries of theterritory-to-betransterred proposed school district
to be conducted at the next election of any kind in accordancewith
either of the following:

(A) Section 1002 of the Elections Code and Part 4 (commencing
with Section 5000) of Division 1-er of Title 1.

(B) Division4 (commencing with Section 4000) of the Elections
Code.

(b) For purposes of this section, “local agency” means a city
council, county board of supervisors, governing body of a special
district, or local agency formation commission that hasjurisdiction
over all or aportion of the proposed school district.

(c) The provisions of Section 35705.5 shall apply to a petition
to form a new school district initiated pursuant to this section.
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SEC-3:

SEC. 2. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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