AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 18, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2133

Introduced by Assembly Member Chu

February 17, 2016

An act to-amend-Seetion-89000-ef add Sections 8221.6 and 8221.7
to the Education Code, rel ating to-pestsecendary-edueation: child care

and devel opment.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2133, asamended, Chu. CaliferntaState Untversity-Child care:

alternative payment programs: appeals process.

Existing law, the Child Care and Devel opment Services Act, requires
the State Department of Education to contract with local contracting
agencies for alternative payment programs that are intended to allow
for maximum parental choicein child care.

Thisbill would require the department to establish an appeal s process
for parents who receive child care subsidies and for family child care
providers who receive child care subsidy payments, as specified.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. It istheintent of the Legislature to do all of the
following:

(@) To ensure that parents eligible for child care subsidies
through the alternative payment program, also known as the
contractor, receive accurate and reliable information as to their
eligibility for services and their right to choose the appropriate
early education programfor their child, and that eligible providers
are able to care for subsidized children in accordance with state
statute.

(b) To ensure that the providers of care receive appropriate
referrals and accurate and timely payment for their services.

(c) To establish appeals processes to ensure that parents and
providers have administrative remedies when they have reason to
believe that a decision by an alternative payment program is
incorrect.

SEC. 2. Section 8221.6 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

8221.6. The department shall establish a two-step appeals
processfor parents who receive subsidiesthat includes a first step
within the alter native payment program agency with the hearing
officer being an administrative employee other than the employee
who made the decision that is being appealed, and a second step
within the department’ s early education and support division. The
department’s decision shall be final.

SEC. 3. Section 8221.7 is added to the Education Code, to
read:

8221.7. The department shall establish a two-step appeals
processfor licensed and license-exempt family child care providers
who receive subsidy payments through an alternative payment
program. The first step shall be within the alternative payment
program agency with the hearing officer being an administrative
employee other than the employee who made the decision that is
being appealed, and a second step within the department’s early
education and support division. The department’s decision shall
befinal.
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