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February 18, 2016

ehaﬁe%seheeks rel ating to Speci aI educatl on.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2242, asamended Lopez.
-Jpecial educatl on.

Existing law requires Iocal educational agencies to identify, locate,
and assess individuals with exceptional needs and to provide those
pupils with a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive
environment, with special education and related services, as reflected
in an individualized education program.

Thisbill would state legidlative findings and declarations relating to
special education. The bill would provide that it's provisions do
establish any right not otherwise provided for in state or federal law.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: no.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. (@) The Legidlature finds and declares all of the
following:

(1) Every child should receive equal treatment with the
opportunity to rise to the highest level of achievement and to be
hisor her best.

(2) Parentsand caregiversof children with special needs should
be treated with the respect and kindness they deserve.

(3) If aparent or caregiver of a child with special needsisina
disagreement with a school regarding the status of the education
hisor her childisreceiving or not receiving, he or she should have
a mediator, chosen by the parent or caregiver, to intervene. The
mediator should be a volunteer who is an attorney, a parent of a
child with special needs, a special needs advocate, or someone
else that the parent or caregiver sees fit to bring the parties
together to come to an agreement.

(4) Parentsand caregiversof children with special needs should
have the ability to access current information regarding services,
including, but not limited to, transportation, food services, health
services, English learner instruction, remediation, and special
education services, that are provided by the public school system,
eligibility requirements for those services, and how to apply for
them.

(b) Nothing in this section shall be construed to establish any
right not otherwise provided for in state or federal law.

97



OCO~NOUITPA,WNE

AB 2242

97



