AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 27, 2016
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 16, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2311

Introduced by Assembly Member Brown

February 18, 2016

An act to-add-Seetions-8588-20,-8598-5,-and-8635:5t0 amend the
heading of Article 6.5 (commencing with Section 8593) of Chapter 7
of Division 1 of Title 2 of, and to add Section 8593.3 to, the Government
Code, relating to emergency services.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2311, as amended, Brown. Emergency services.-sigr-tangdage
taterpreters- access and functional needs in emergencies.

Existing law establishesthe Office of Emergency Serviceswithinthe
office of the Governor and under the supervision of the Director of
Emergency Services and makes the office responsible for the state’'s
emergency and disaster response services for natural, technological, or

manmade dlsasters and emergenu es. —Eaes&ng—lﬂﬁ—reqwr&ee\felﬂy—sta&e

law deflneﬁ the terms “ polltlcal subd|V|S|on” and “ emergency plan”
for purposes of emergency services provided by local governments.
Existing law requires the Office of Emergency Services to work with
specified entities to improve communication with deaf and
hearing-impaired persons during emergencies.

ThIS b|II would reqw retheeﬁree—m%epem&enw&l%he@#ree#er
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state-ob-war-emergeney—state-of-emergeney—or-toecal-emergeney: each
political subdivision of the state to integrate access and functional
needs, as defined, into its emergency plan, as specified. By increasing
the duties of local officials, this bill would impose a state-mandated
local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish proceduresfor making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates
determines that the bill contains costs mandated by the state,
reimbursement for those costs shall be made pursuant to these statutory
provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE
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—3— AB 2311

SECTION 1. Thé heading of Article 6.é (commencing WitH
Section 8593) of Chapter 7 of Division 1 of Title 2 of the
Government Code is amended to read:

Article 6.5. Accessibility to Emergency-Serviees Information
and Services

SEC. 2. Section 8593.3 is added to the Government Code, to
read:

8593.3. (a) Apolitical subdivision shall integrate access and
functional needs into its emergency plan by addressing, at a
minimum, how the access and functional needs populationisserved
by the following:

(1) Emergency communications, including the integration of
interpreters, trandators, and assi stive technol ogy.

(2) Emergency evacuation, including the identification of
transportation resources and resources that are compliant with
the federal Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.SC.
Sec. 12101 et seq.) for individuals who are dependent on public
transportation.

(3) Emergency sheltering, including ensuring that designated
sheltersare compliant with the federal Americanswith Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.SC. Sec. 12101 et seg.) or can be made
compliant through modification and that showers and bathrooms
are fully accessible to all occupants.

(b) For purposes of this section, the “ access and functional
needs population” consists of individual swho have devel opmental
or intellectual disabilities, physical disabilities, chronic conditions,
injuries, limited English proficiency or who are non-English
speaking, older adults, children, people living in institutionalized
settings, or those who arelow income, homeless, or transportation
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disadvantaged, including, but not limited to, those who are
dependent on public transit or those who are pregnant.

SEC. 3. If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
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