AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 17, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2335

Introduced by Assembly Member Beth Gaines

February 18, 2016

An act to-amend-Seetion-13260-of add and repeal Section 13172.6
of the Water Code, relating to-water-guatity- dredging.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2335, asamended, Beth Gaines. Waste dischargereperts-Suction
dredge mining: permits: report.

Existing law prohibits the use of any vacuum or suction dredge
equipment by any person in any river, stream, or lake of this state
without a permit issued by the Department of Fish and Wil dlife. Existing
law requires the department to issue a permit if the department
determines that the use does not cause any significant effects to fish
and wildlife and would authorize the department to adjust the specified
fee to an amount sufficient to cover all reasonable costs of the
department in regulating suction dredging activities. Existing law
authorizes the State Water Resources Control Board or a California
regional water quality control board to adopt waste discharge
requirementsor a waiver of waste discharge requirements that address
certain water quality impacts, specify conditions or areas where the
discharge of waste or other adverse impacts on beneficial uses of the
waters of the state from the use of vacuumor suction dredge equipment
isprohibited, or prohibit particular use of, or methods of using, vacuum
or suction dredge equipment, or any portion thereof, for the extraction
of minerals, that the state board or a regional board determines
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generally cause or contribute to an exceedance of applicable water
quality objectives or unreasonably impact beneficial uses.

This bill would require the state board and the department to report
to the Legidlature, on or before June 1, 2017, on the status of the suction
dredge permitting program.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: ne-yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 13172.6 is added to the Water Code, to
2 read:
3 13172.6. (a) On or before June 1, 2017, the state board and
4 the Department of Fish and Wil dlife shall report to the Legislature
5 onthestatus of the suction dredge permitting program established
6 by Chapter 680 of the Satutes of 2015 and include at least all of
7 thefollowing information:
8 (1) Thenumber or amount of permits issued statewide.
9 (2) The cost of permits and associated fees.
10  (3) Therequirements and process for an individual to proceed
11 with obtaining waste discharge requirements or a waiver of waste
12 discharge requirements pursuant to Section 13172.5 and a permit
13 pursuant to Section 5653 of the Fish and Game Code.
14  (4) Adiscussion of the public workshops conducted pursuant
15 tosubdivision (c) of Section 13172.5.
16  (b) (1) A report to be submitted pursuant to subdivision (a)
17 shall be submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the
18 Government Code.
19 (2) Pursuant to Section 10231.5 of the Government Code, this
20 sectionisrepealed on June 1, 2021.
21 SECTHON-1-—Section-13260-of the Water-Code ts-amended-to
22 reoek
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