AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 12, 2016

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2015—16 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 2658

Introduced by Assembly Member Maienschein

February 19, 2016

An act to amend-Sectionrs-3032230324—and Section 30325-6f of,
and to add Section 30324.1 to, the Public Resources Code, relating to
the California Coastal Commission.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 2658, asamended, Maienschein. CaliforniaCoastal Commission:
ex parte eommunicattons—mestings: communi cations.

The California Coastal Act of 1976, for purposes of the act, defines
an “ex parte communication” as any oral or written communication
between a member of the California Coastal Commission and an
interested person about a matter within the commission’s jurisdiction,
which does not occur in a public hearing, workshop, or other official
proceeding, or on the official record of the proceeding on the matter,
but excludes from that definition any communication between a staff
member acting in his or her officia capacity and any commission
member or interested person. The act prohibits a member of the
commission and an interested person from conducting an ex parte
communication, unless the member fully discloses and makes public
the ex parte communication, as specm ed.

Thisbill would require commission staff membersto maintain records
and disclose any communication with an interested person pertaining
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to a matter before the commission by including specified information
about the communication in staff reports provided to commission
members.

Existing law authorizes any person to testify at a hearing or other
official proceeding of the commission and to submit written comments
for the record on a matter before the commission.

Thisbill would requiretranseripts video or audio recordings of those
proceedings to be premptly posted on the commission’s Internet Web
site to-aHow-for-public-comment-asspeeitied: within 72 hours after the
proceeding and would requwe written and electronic communications
submitted to the commission as part of those proceedings to be posted
on the commission’s Internet Web site within 7 days of receipt.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:
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SECTION 1. Section 30324.1isadded to the Public Resources
Code, to read:

30324.1. A commission staff member shall maintain records
of and disclose any communication between the staff member
acting in his or her official capacity and an interested person
pertaining to a matter before the commission by including the
following information in staff reports provided to commission
members:

(a) The date of the communication with an interested person.

(b) The name of the interested person with whom the staff
member communicated.

(c) The matter to which the communication applies.

(d) A statement of the interested person’s position with regard
to the matter discussed and whether he or she represents another
person or entity in the matter.

SEC3:

SEC. 2. Section 30325 of the Public Resources Code is
amended to read:

30325. (&) Nothingin this article prohibits any person or any
interested person from testifying a a commission hearing,
workshop, or other officia proceeding, or from submitting written
comments for the record on a matter before the commission.

(b) Franseripts—Video or audio recordings of all hearings,
workshops, or other-written proceedings shall bepremptly posted
on the commission’s Internet Web sitete—aHew—for—public
eemment: within 72 hours after the proceeding. Written and
electronic communications that are submitted to the commission
as part of any such proceeding shall be posted on the commission’s
Internet WWeb site within seven days of receipt.

(c) Written comments shall be submitted by mail or delivered
to acommission office, or may be delivered to the commission at
the time and place of a scheduled hearing or within 30 days after
the hearing.
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