AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JUNE 27, 2016
AMENDED IN SENATE MARCH 9, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 45

Introduced by Senator Mendoza

December 12, 2014

devel’epmeﬂt—.An act to add Section 89003 to the Government Code,
relating to the Political Reform Act of 1974.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 45, as amended, Mendoza. :
i i -Political Reform Act of
1974: mass mailing prohibition.

The Political Reform Act of 1974 prohibits mass mailings from being
sent at public expense. The act defines “ mass mailing” as over 200
substantially similar pieces of mail, not including form letters or other
mail, that are sent in response to an unsolicited request, | etter, or other
inquiry. Existing regul ations of the Fair Political Practices Commission
add further definitional criteria for mass mailings and specify certain
exceptions to the act’s prohibition against mass mailings.

This bill would prohibit a mass mailing that complies with the
Commission’s regulatory criteria from being sent within the 90 days
preceding an election by or on behalf of a candidate whose name will
appear on the ballot for a city, county, or special district elective office.

A willful violation of the act's provisions is punishable as a
misdemeanor. By expanding the scope of an existing crime, this bill
would impose a state-mandate local program.
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SB 45 —2—

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local
agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Satutory provisons establish procedures for making that
rei mbur sement.

Thisbill would provide that no reimbursement isrequired by this act
for a specified reason.

The Political ReformAct of 1974, an initiative measure, providesthat
the Legislature may amend the act to further the act’s purposes upon
a 7, vote of each house and compliance with specified procedural
requirements.

This bill would declare that it furthers the purposes of the act.
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—3— SB 45

Vote: majority"5. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: yes.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Section 89003 is added to the Government Code,
to read:

89003. (a) Amassmailing shall not be sent withinthe 90 days
preceding an election by or on behalf of a candidate whose name
will appear on the ballot at that election for a city, county, or
special district elective office.

(b) For purposes of this section, “ massmailing” means a mass
mailing, as defined by Section 82041.5, that meets the criteria of
subdivision (a) of Section 18901 of Title 2 of the California Code
of Regulations and, pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 18901
of Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations, is not prohibited
by Section 89001.

SEC. 2. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to
Section 6 of Article XIl1 B of the California Constitution because
the only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school
district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or
infraction, eliminatesa crimeor infraction, or changesthe penalty
for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of
the Government Code, or changes the definition of a crimewithin
the meaning of Section 6 of Article XlIlI B of the California
Constitution.

SEC. 3. TheLegidaturefindsand declaresthat thisbill furthers
the purposes of the Political Reform Act of 1974 within the meaning
of subdivision (a) of Section 81012 of the Government Code.
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