AMENDED IN SENATE JANUARY 13, 2016
AMENDED IN SENATE APRIL 20, 2015

SENATE BILL No. 527

Introduced by Senator Liu

February 26, 2015

An act to add Article 14 (commencing with Section 33480) to Chapter
3 of Part 20 of Division 2 of Title 2 of the Education Code, relating to
education finance.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

SB 527, as amended, Liu. Education finance: Safe Neighborhoods
and School sFurd-Grant-Pregram: Planning Grants.

Existing law, the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act, enacted by
Proposition 47, as approved by the voters at the November 4, 2014,
statewide genera election, among other things, established the Safe
Neighborhoods and Schools Fund, a continuously appropriated fund,
which is funded by savings that accrue to the state from the
implementation of the act. The act providesthat, among other purposes,
25% of thefunds shall be disbursed to the State Department of Education
to administer a grant program to public agencies aimed at improving
outcomes for public school pupils by reducing truancy and supporti ng
pupilswho are at risk of droppl ng out of school or are victims of crime.

This bill woul d-expres . F ol

with-respeet-to-the-purpoeses-of-theact—Fhe bit-woutd speC|fy the
administrative duties and responsibilities of the State Department of
Education with respect to the admi nlstratlon—eemmeﬁemg—wﬁh—the
20161 Hiscayrear-of-a subject to an appropriation in the Budget Act
of 2016 or another measure enacted during the 2015-16 Regular Session
of the Legidlature, of Safe Neighborhoods and Schools-Furd-Grant
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ageﬂer&e deflned The b|II Would set forth crlterla to gwde the
department in awarding planning grants under thepregram: program,
and would specify the purposes for which the planning grant funds may
be used.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.

The people of the Sate of California do enact as follows:

OCO~NOUITPA,WNE
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SECTION 1. Article 14 (commencing with Section 33480) is
added to Chapter 3 of Part 20 of Division 2 of Title 2 of the
Education Code, to read:

Article 14. Safe Neighborhoods and School sFure-Grant
Pregram Planning Grants

33480 (a) ZFhe—SaEeNerghbtheed&aﬁd—Seheelsthd—GFaat

wﬁh+he—29&6—1—7—ﬁseal—yeaepufajaﬁt—81bj ect toan appropr|at| on
in the Budget Act of 2016 or another measure enacted during the

2015-16 Regular Session of the Legislature, and from funds
available pursuant to the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools Act,
approved as Proposition 47 by the voters on November 4, 2014,

the department shall adml nister the Safe
Neighborhoods and Schools planning grants for the purpose of
improving outcomes for public school pupils by reducing truancy
and supporting pupilswho are at risk of dropping out of school or
are victims of-erime: crime.

(1) All local educational agencies in the state shall be eligible
to apply for the grant program. As used in this article, a “local
educational agency” is a school district, a county office of
education, or acharter school
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(2) Priorityfor funding shall belocal educational agenciesthat
are located in communities with high crime rates, as determined
by local crime statistics, or have high rates of any of thefollowing,
as determined by school-level data:

(A) Chronic absenteeism.

(B) Pupil suspension.

(C) Dropout ratesin middle or high schools.

(D) Foster youth.

(b) Alocal educational agency that choosesto apply for funding
pursuant to this article shall submit a plan to the department, in
aformat and by a date deter mined by the department, that includes
a description of all of the following:

(1) Local needs based on school-level data for any of the
following:

(A) Chronic absenteeism.

(B) Pupil suspensions.

(C) Dropout ratesin middle or high schools.
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(D) Local crimerates.

(E) The number of foster youth.

(2) A commitment to do all of the following:

(A) Align the program or strategies to the local educational
agency’slocal control and accountability plan (LCAP), and include
measurable goalsin the local educational agency's LCAP.

(B) Address the needs of each pupil subgroup, as identified in
the LCAP of the local educational agency.

(C) Implement a community schools strategy, pursuant to
paragraph (1) of subdivision (c), for the purpose of reducing
truancy and supporting pupils who are at risk of dropping out of
school or are victims of crime.

(D) Engage pupils, families, the community, and partners in
planning, implementation, monitoring, and evaluation.

(E) Maintain a team, including school personnel, that is
responsible for overall operations.

(F) Monitor and evaluate programor strategy outputs, including
the evaluation rubrics adopted by the state board, and provide a
report of outputs at a regularly scheduled public meeting of the
governing board of the local educational agency.

(3) Howthe programor strategieswill be sustained subsequent
to the planning grant period.

(4) How the program or strategies will be monitored and
evaluated.

(c) Planning grant funds pursuant to this article may be used
for any of the following purposes:

(1) Development and initial implementation of a community
schools strategy, to coordinate and integrate delivery of
educational, developmental, family, health, and other
comprehensive services to pupils and their families through
community-based organizations and public and private
partnerships, which strategy shall include all of the following:

(A) Assessing and meeting academic, social, emotional, physical
health, and mental health needs of pupils.

(B) Identifying school and community resources, and developing
partner ships with community and service providers.

(C) Cross-agency collaboration.

(D) Integration of services.

(E) Establishment of a team, including school personnel, that
isresponsible for overall operations.
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(2) Technical assistance and professional development in
community schools strategies.

(3) Community schools planning activities.

(4) Initial costs of implementing new activities and services, or
improving or expanding upon existing activities and services.

(d) The department shall do all of the following:

(1) Conduct outreach regarding the Safe Neighborhood and
Schools planning grants to local educational agencies that are
located in communities with high crime rates, as determined by
local crime statistics, or have high rates of any of the following,
as determined by school-level data:

(A) Chronic absenteeism.

(B) Pupil suspension.

(C) Middle or high school dropout rates.

(D) Foster youth.

(2) Provide training and technical assistance to local
educational agenciesthat receive funding pursuant to thisarticle.

(3) Coordinate training and technical assistance for local
educational agencies that do not receive funding pursuant to this
article.

(e) The department may use up to 5 percent of funds allocated
to the department pursuant to the Safe Neighborhoods and Schools
Act for administrative costs.

() Fundsmade availableto alocal educational agency pursuant
to this article may be used only to supplement, and not supplant,
any other federal, state, or local funds that would otherwise be
available to carry out the activities described in this article. It is
the intent of the Legidlature that any ongoing costs for activities
pursuant to this article be paid for by the participating local
educational agency.
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