
SENATE BILL  No. 649

Introduced by Senator Roth

February 27, 2015

An act to amend Section 35551 of the Vehicle Code, relating to
vehicles.

legislative counsel’s digest

SB 649, as introduced, Roth. Vehicles: weight limits.
Existing law generally prohibits the total gross weight in pounds

imposed on the highway by a group of 2 or more consecutive axles of
a vehicle from exceeding a specified weight, depending on the distance
in feet between the extremes of a group of 2 or more consecutive axles,
and the number of axles.

This bill would make technical, nonsubstantive changes to those
provisions.

Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   no.

State-mandated local program:   no.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 35551 of the Vehicle Code is amended
 line 2 to read:
 line 3 35551. (a)  Except as otherwise provided in this section or
 line 4 Section 35551.5, the total gross weight in pounds imposed on the
 line 5 highway by any a group of two or more consecutive axles shall
 line 6 not exceed that given for the respective distance in the following
 line 7 table:

 

 line 8 
 line 9 Distance in

 line 10 feet between
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 line 1 the extremes
 line 2 of any group
 line 3 of 2 or more
 line 4 consecutive
 line 5 6 axles5 axles4 axles3 axles2 axlesaxles
 line 6 34,00034,00034,00034,00034,000  4   ...............
 line 7 34,00034,00034,00034,00034,000  5   ...............
 line 8 34,00034,00034,00034,00034,000  6   ...............
 line 9 34,00034,00034,00034,00034,000  7   ...............

 line 10 34,00034,00034,00034,00034,000  8   ...............
 line 11 42,50042,50042,50042,50039,000  9 .................
 line 12 43,50043,50043,50043,50040,00010  ...............
 line 13 44,00044,00044,00044,00040,00011  ...............
 line 14 50,00050,00050,00045,00040,00012  ...............
 line 15 50,50050,50050,50045,50040,00013  ...............
 line 16 51,50051,50051,50046,50040,00014  ...............
 line 17 52,00052,00052,00047,00040,00015  ...............
 line 18 52,50052,50052,50048,00040,00016  ...............
 line 19 53,50053,50053,50048,50040,00017  ...............
 line 20 54,00054,00054,00049,50040,00018  ...............
 line 21 54,50054,50054,50050,00040,00019  ...............
 line 22 55,50055,50055,50051,00040,00020  ...............
 line 23 56,00056,00056,00051,50040,00021  ...............
 line 24 56,50056,50056,50052,50040,00022  ...............
 line 25 57,50057,50057,50053,00040,00023  ...............
 line 26 58,00058,00058,00054,00040,00024  ...............
 line 27 58,50058,50058,50054,50040,00025  ...............
 line 28 59,50059,50059,50055,50040,00026  ...............
 line 29 60,00060,00060,00056,00040,00027  ...............
 line 30 60,50060,50060,50057,00040,00028  ...............
 line 31 61,50061,50061,50057,50040,00029  ...............
 line 32 62,00062,00062,00058,50040,00030  ...............
 line 33 62,50062,50062,50059,00040,00031  ...............
 line 34 63,50063,50063,50060,00040,00032  ...............
 line 35 64,00064,00064,00060,00040,00033  ...............
 line 36 64,50064,50064,50060,00040,00034  ...............
 line 37 65,50065,50065,50060,00040,00035  ...............
 line 38 66,00066,00066,00060,00040,00036  ...............
 line 39 66,50066,50066,50060,00040,00037  ...............
 line 40 67,50067,50067,50060,00040,00038  ...............
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 line 1 68,00068,00068,00060,00040,00039  ...............
 line 2 70,00070,00068,50060,00040,00040  ...............
 line 3 72,00072,00069,50060,00040,00041  ...............
 line 4 73,28073,28070,00060,00040,00042  ...............
 line 5 73,28073,28070,50060,00040,00043  ...............
 line 6 73,28073,28071,50060,00040,00044  ...............
 line 7 80,00076,00072,00060,00040,00045  ...............
 line 8 80,00076,50072,50060,00040,00046  ...............
 line 9 80,00077,50073,50060,00040,00047  ...............

 line 10 80,00078,00074,00060,00040,00048  ...............
 line 11 80,00078,50074,50060,00040,00049  ...............
 line 12 80,00079,00075,50060,00040,00050  ...............
 line 13 80,00080,00076,00060,00040,00051  ...............
 line 14 80,00080,00076,50060,00040,00052  ...............
 line 15 80,00080,00077,50060,00040,00053  ...............
 line 16 80,00080,00078,00060,00040,00054  ...............
 line 17 80,00080,00078,50060,00040,00055  ...............
 line 18 80,00080,00079,50060,00040,00056  ...............
 line 19 80,00080,00080,00060,00040,00057  ...............
 line 20 80,00080,00080,00060,00040,00058  ...............
 line 21 80,00080,00080,00060,00040,00059  ...............
 line 22 80,00080,00080,00060,00040,00060  ...............
 line 23 
 line 24 (b)  In addition to the weights specified in subdivision (a), two
 line 25 consecutive sets of tandem axles may carry a gross weight of
 line 26 34,000 pounds each if the overall distance between the first and
 line 27 last axles of the consecutive sets of tandem axles is 36 feet or more.
 line 28 The gross weight of each set of tandem axles shall not exceed
 line 29 34,000 pounds, and the gross weight of the two consecutive sets
 line 30 of tandem axles shall not exceed 68,000 pounds.
 line 31 (c)  The distance between axles shall be measured to the nearest
 line 32 whole foot. When a fraction is exactly six inches, the next larger
 line 33 whole foot shall be used.
 line 34 (d)  Nothing contained in this section shall affect the right to
 line 35 prohibit the use of any highway or any, bridge, or other structure
 line 36 thereon in the manner and to the extent specified in Article 4
 line 37 (commencing with Section 35700) and Article 5 (commencing
 line 38 with Section 35750) of this chapter.
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 line 1 (e)  The gross weight limits expressed by this section and Section
 line 2 35550 shall include all enforcement tolerances.

O
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